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EDITORIAL 
We are in 2021, in the midst of the 21st century, and the 
Revue Spirite, founded by Allan Kardec, follows the path of 
light that inspired its creation by the Codifier 162 years ago, 
in January 1858. But this path was not without obstacles, and 
many were the challenges encountered. 

After Allan Kardec's discarnation in March 1869, the Revue 
Spirite, under the administration of Pierre Gaëtan Leymarie, 
continued to be published until 1913, having been 
suspended between 1914 and 1916 due to the First World 
War. In the fifty years that followed (1917-1967), with the 

initial support of Léon Denis and under the direction of Jean Meyer, the Revue Spirite 
reappeared and its publication continued uninterruptedly. 

Between 1968 and 1971, the license was transferred to Hubert Forestier. In 1972, 
André Dumas, Secretary-General of the Union Spirite Française (U.S.F.), was 
appointed Editor-in-Chief of the Revue Spirite. Three years later, in 1975, the rights to 
the title of the Revue were acquired in a contract signed between André Dumas and 
the heirs of Hubert Forestier for a franc. However, with the change of name from 
Union Spirite Française to Union Scientifique Francophone pour l'Investigation 
Psychique et l'Etude de la Survivance, in April 1976, André Dumas gave the U.S.F. title 
and material assets to the U.S.I.F.E.P.S. Following this, the Revue Spirite was absorbed 
by the publication of the magazine Renaître 2000, owned by André Dumas. 

In 1985, the Union Spirite Française et Francophone (U.S.F.F.) was created by Roger 
Perez and other Spiritists, and two years later a judicial battle began in the French 
courts to recover the title of the Revue Spirite. On March 23rd, 1989, the Court of the 
municipality of Meaux declared that André Dumas had no rights to the Revue’s title 
because he was not using it. 

On May 11th, 1989, the title of the Revue Spirite was finally registered with the (INPI) in 
the name of the Union Spirite Française et Francophone, and in October of the same 
year the publication of the historical issue took place: 4th quarter 1989, no. 1, 132nd 
year. 

Taking into consideration the rough path experienced, and with the sole objective 
that the publication of the Revue Spirite would no longer be threatened, Roger Perez 
(USFF), transferred its title to the International Spirit Council in October 2000 at a 
meeting of the General Assembly of the ISC/CEI, so that its management could be 
carried out by the union and collaboration of all the Spiritist nations that comprise the 
membership of this organization. 

Today, we publish the Revue Spirite digitally in several languages, thanks to the 
continuous efforts of dedicated Spiritist collaborators. 

The Spiritist Movement is the biggest winner in this journey, and we pray that we are 
able to live up to the great legacy initiated by the Master of Lyon, Allan Kardec, so 
that the moralizing power of Spiritism might fertilize the movement of renewal for 
our planet. This is our role in the face of regeneration. 

 

Jussara Korngold 

General Secretary CEI 

United States of America 
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 COVER STORY 

 
In these times of transition, it is difficult to 
envisage changes. 

One certainty is the acceleration of digital 
knowledge and the transformation of ways 
of working. We invent and reinvent 
ourselves, having to respond quickly to 
changes. 

Natural laws offered an invisible virus, 
which stimulated creativity, challenged us 
to think differently, not only in terms of 
formats, but also in terms of methods, 
procedures and behaviors. It forced us into 
inner, ethical and moral dialogues. 

The present is a renewal challenge. We 
need to innovate to overcome difficulties 
and transpose obstacles, reversing them 
positively. 

We are agents of transition, of change. 
When we think differently, we are creating 
the future, which begins in the present. 

The choice of the cover image was inspired 
by the desire to represent the idea of the 
force of nature, often disrupting, but always 
revealing the Supreme Intelligence of God. 

  

Translated by:  USSF – U S  Spiritist Federation 
 

 

 

 
 

  



SPIRITISM AND SCIENCE FACE TO FACE 

What is God? 
 

Décio Iandoli Jr.* 

 

 

* Décio Iandoli Jr. holds a doctorate in medicine from 
Universidade Federal Paulista (UNIFESP). President 
of the Medical-Spiritist Association of Mato Grosso 

do Sul and Vice-president of the International 
Medical-Spiritist Association. 

 
Abstract 

Would God be an article of faith, something to be accepted unreservedly? A dogma? 
We will try to approach the subject from an epistemological1 scientific perspective, 
using reason and logic as basic tools, because since the Spiritist Doctrine is a science 
and philosophy with moral consequences, it is the best tool for conducting the subject 
at hand. Even though we acknowledge our reduced possibilities, we 
cannot decline the study, the theoretical argumentation, because even 
the longest journey needs to start with the first step. We count on the 
assistance of the work of the spiritual author André Luiz to help our 
reasoning, seeking to contribute with useful elements for a fruitful 
reflection. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 It means science and knowledge, it is the scientific study that deals with problems related to belief 
and knowledge, their nature and limitations. Epistemology can also be seen as the philosophy of 
science. 

Key words: 
God, Spiritism, 

evolution, 
religion, 
science 
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For us, inhabitants of this beautiful little blue planet, in our adventure of 
discovering cosmic and spiritual consciousness, everything needs definition, 
everything has to be explained and understood, like the curious children who 
ask their parents millions of times a day: Why? Why? Why? Why?  

However, to define is to determine a limit, to establish a perimeter, the beginning 
and the end of something. As such, we have already noticed the first of the many 
challenges we face when we want to “know” or discuss God. How to define what 
never started, what has always been? How to define what never ends, what has 
no end? What has no limits? As Isaac-Félix Suarès2 said, “Any definition is a limit”3. 

I get around this first obstacle by proposing not a definition (which becomes 
impossible following this line of thought, at least in our ignorant eyes), and I 
change the definition for another “concept”, a word that can also be understood 
as “characterization” or “conception”. I confess that this last word pleases me a 
lot, that is, to have a conception of God will be to give birth or create, in us, an 
idea or thought that characterizes God, that allows us to capture God in our 
childlike minds, in order to know what God is about, even without being able to 
understand God. 

That said, I propose the search for a concept of God, a concept that determines 
the idea of God in us and, for that, I make use of the book that brought to light 
the Spiritist Doctrine, The Spirits' Book. In it, Allan Kardec, in the “Book One”, 
Chapter One, - entitled “God”, asks the first question (Kardec 2020, 39): 

"What is God?" 

We can see that Kardec is careful not to ask “who”, nor “whom”, but only “what”, 
an important detail that went unnoticed in some editions of the book in 
Portuguese -, to avoid prejudging or asking a question that it would induce a 
preconceived response, demonstrating not only its seriousness and sagacity, 
but also a profound wisdom. After all, the premise he followed is that God could 
not be someone, much less be something. 

The ensuing answer is: 

"God is the Supreme Intelligence, the first cause of all things." 

Supreme intelligence, first cause, and there it is: we have a magnificent concept, 
much deeper or more complex than we can have at a first glance.  

Supreme intelligence is the intelligence that is above all intelligences, and the 
first cause is that which is before all known or unknown causes, therefore, what 
has always been is the cause of all that is, origin of everything and of everyone. 
If God is not someone or something, if God is the cause of everything and 
everyone, then it cannot fit in our intelligence, as the Brazilian philosopher 
Huberto Rohden once pointed out when he asks: 

"Man! You, who do not understand the artifact - do you intend to understand the 
artificer? 

                                                           
2 French poet and writer (1868-1948). 
3 See https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citations/citation-15676.php [consulted 20.10.2020] 
 



What God would that be that would fit in your intelligence? 

A sea that could fit into a mollusk shell - would it still be sea? 

A universe enclosed in a thimble - what name would it deserve? 

The infinite circumscribed by the finite - would it be infinite?” (Rohden 1998, 25) 

We see something fantastic here, because the doctrine codified by Allan 
Kardec, in 1857, was able to offer us a rational way to be able to accept God, 
even within the profound ignorance in which we find ourselves, and challenge 
us to understand something that goes beyond one of our most important and 
deepest references which is time. 

For us, everything has to have a before and an after, everything has to have a 
beginning, and even if we are able to accept something without end, the infinite, 
it is very complex to conceive of something without a beginning. So, how to 
understand what it has always been? 

I admit that it is very difficult to get rid of the concept of time, but I have reason 
to believe that it does not really exist. Time would be an illusion, caused by the 
contact of our consciousness with the profound reality; a sensation that helps us 
to perceive what surrounds us, in a logical way, but which is not something real, 
it is something perceived, subjective, a consequence of our interaction with the 
environment, not less important because we really need it - time, for our 
evolution process and relationship with reality. However, in the search for God, 
which is the origin of everything that exists, illusion is of no use to us. God 
extrapolates this image that we call reality, which Plato has already put so well 
in the myth of the cave, as being shadows of what is, and not what is in itself. 

Even if this line of reasoning seems lost or loose in a whirlwind of inconsistent 
ideas, the initial difficulties bring us a pearl, something precious for us, 
incarnated beings in a planet of atonements. It brings us the perception of a 
concept that gives us logic and it brings reason for existence, not just our 
existence, but the existence of everything, since every intelligent effect needs 
an intelligent cause. Otherwise, we could admit that nothing can create 
something, and this way of thinking seems to me not only inconsistent but 
irrational and illogical, since nothing is what does not exist, and what does not 
exist cannot create, or give origin to anything. For those who seek the truth and 
use science as a way to achieve it, it is essential to maintain logic and rationality, 
as follows: 

Given the complexity and perfection of what we know about life and the planets, 
including all the most surprising and perfect natural laws, what would be their 
cause? Since the beginning of the universe was explained by a big explosion, 
who caused the explosion? What exploded? 

Something caused the Big Bang, what was it? 

And if we discover the cause of the beginning of the universe, another question 
will arise: What caused the cause? And so it will go on until a first cause is 
identified, a supreme intelligence, capable of creating everything that exists: 
God. 
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As André Luiz reminds us: 

"Human intelligence understood the greatness of the Universe and understood 
its own humility, recognizing in its entrails the inalienable idea of God." (Xavier 
1997, 151) 

Change the name if you will, transform the way of seeing it, however, we will 
continue with the need to admit the first cause, not by faith, but by logic, an 
intelligent cause for all the intelligent effects that surround us, in many ways and 
in many levels.God that Kardec was able to present through the fundamental 
and brilliant question that begins his work: What is God? Three words that could 
bring us an answer that would lead us to conceive the idea of the Creator. 

This God, supreme intelligence, takes us away from the restricted and poor 
vision of the anthropomorphic God who, even today and, still among us spiritists, 
dwells in our minds, gives us the impression that God is like us, able to punish, 
take revenge, bestow privilege or destroy, things that are part of our 
primitiveness and not of God’s divinity. 

Father Hipolito reminds us in the book Workers of the Eternal Life: 

"In truth, the anthropomorphic religions of the Earth’s Crust have poisoned our 
minds, instilling false conceptions of God in our reasoning." (Xavier 1998, 126) 

This concept of God offered by spirits is the real God and is the God of science, 
philosophy and, it should also be, the God of religion. It is the God of logic and 
reason, proposing the liberation of our definitions and the justification of what 
we do not understand; it is the starting point for a new discovery of ourselves 
and of the reality still unnoticed where we are immersed. 

The conjectures I present above seem to move us away from God, seem to put 
us in a situation of incorruptible automatism, from which we are not able to get 
rid of. However, although we are distant from God, God is close to us, for we are 
the creatures, and God is the Creator. Our ignorance does not distance God from 
us, it just leaves us unable to perceive God most of the time. In spite of that, it 
becomes very important, to free ourselves from the anthropomorphic God, to 
assume the responsibility that has been given to us, along with our free will, 
since we are not something, we are someone, therefore, created and perfect 
intelligences, in evolution. To assume our responsibility is to stop transferring the 
results of victories and defeats to third parties, even if that third party is an 
anthropomorphic God who is not even a shadow of what the supreme 
intelligence means. 

“As for the rest, it is essential to recognize that the debtor is a slave to the 
commitment assumed. God created free will, we created fatality. It is necessary, 
therefore, to break the handcuffs we put on ourselves.” (Xavier 2008, 307) 

We are not loose and lost, there is an order and laws that lead us to perfection; 
however, we have freedom of choice and ability to learn and this should move 



us. We are born of the Creator and our evolution will take us back to the Creator, 
even though God has always been here, with us, while we are absent from God.4 

"Evolution is our slow journey back to God." (Xavier 1995, 179) 

Thus, everything that is, that exists, comes from God and exists in God: 

“It is up to us, therefore, to note that the cosmic fluid or divine plasma is the force 
in which we all live, in the varied angles of nature, which is why it has already 
been stated, and quite rightly, that “in God we move and exist.”5 (Xavier 1997, 25) 

Admitting all our limitations, which is already a sign of learning6, we are able to 
perceive from nature, which is nothing more than the set of divine laws, the 
concept of God as essential for the advancement of our pretensions to know the 
universe and its laws. It also helps us to understand who we are, where we came 
from and where we are going, issues as old as our own existence, because God 
is container and content, God is all and God is a fraction, God is everything. The 
only “uncreated” that exists is God, since God created everything and, therefore, 
what God did not create, does not exist, cannot be considered. 

"God is not the God of the dead, but the Father of creatures that live forever." 
(Xavier 2013, 293) 

God is just because justice is immutable perfection, since if It is perfect It does 
not need to evolve, but It is dynamic, because the perfect moves creating more 
perfection, spreading what is perfect as It has always done, not from the 
beginning, because the beginning did not exist for the Creator, but only for the 
created. 

We are creatures and co-creators, because free will allows us to create. We are 
perfect like everything God created, even if incomplete, since we are in 
formation. We receive from all creation what it takes for us to, one day, be able 
to understand God, perceive God, or as Jesus said, to be “face to face” with God, 
perceiving God in Its’ creation, while we barely perceive ourselves. This because 
we keep in our essence the resemblance to the Creator, which is our intelligent 
nature.  

Thus, what we create is not eternal like what is created by God, and this is told 
to us by André Luiz, referring to the created intelligences as follows: 

                                                           
4 I remembered the story of the footprints in the sand, which tells that at the end of a journey on the 
beach, a distracted man perceives the presence of the Father at his side; he looks back and sees that 
there were, marked in the sand, two pairs of footprints along the entire route, except at the most 
difficult and dangerous points of the way. Then the man asks: 
- Lord, I know I didn't even notice your presence, but why, exactly in the most dangerous and difficult 
moments, were you not by my side? 
The Lord then patiently asks: 
- Why do you think I wasn't with you? 
And the man replies: 
- Because at those points in the journey, there are only a set of footprints. 
The Lord then explains: 
- Yes, they are my footprints, because, in the most difficult moments, I carried you on my lap. 
5 Paul of Tarsus, Acts, chapter 17º, verse 28. (Note of the spiritual author). 
6 For as Socrates said, “I only know that I know nothing”. 
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“These Glorious Intelligences take the divine plasma and convert it into cosmic 
dwellings, of multiple expressions, radiant or obscure, gaseous or solid, obeying 
predetermined laws, as dwellings that last for millennia and millennia, but that 
wear out and transform, since the Created Spirit can form or co-create, but only 
God is the Creator of All Eternity.” (Xavier 1997, 21) 

Feeling God, who is so close to us in everything around us, is what we have left, 
and it has always been so. We are creatures and we have in us the essence of 
the Creator. We are part of a whole that is still unimaginable, but real, much more 
real than our material experience can provide, much more true than the truths 
we believe we know. It is, therefore, the destiny of science, which seeks the truth, 
to know God, since the truth and God are one and the same. 

Translated by:  USSF – U S Spiritist Federation - J. Korngold 
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Abstract 

The concept of God is the foundation of all Western philosophy, because it isn’t 
possible to conceive of reality without an integration link between its multiple 
orders, which include thoughts, feelings and matter. As a philosophy, Spiritism 
could not fail to address this fundamental concept, and in fact it does so 
consistently, basing all other concepts of its 
theoretical structure on a set of ideas about God and 
the attributes of the Divine Being.  

 

Before being perverted by cultural 
relativism, Philosophy was mainly 
characterized by the meditation on 
the highest possible type of thinking, 
on the ultimate causes of all things 
and natural laws. The idea of “highest 
thinkable thing” was define by 
Aristotle as Theology, the science of  

 

God. Then, the Classical period of 
philosophy (Socrates, Plato and 
Aristotle), with its central thesis that 
one absolute and intelligent cause 
was the foundation of all beings, 
came to an end.  

Hellenistic philosophy, which domi-
nated Western culture between the 

 
Key words:   God, 

Kardec, Philosophy 
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empires of Alexander the Great and 
the first three centuries of Rome, 
recognizing itself unable to take the 
human spirit to the same divine places 
where the classical thought did, 
turned to the world in search of 
solutions for the ever-pressing 
problem of human happiness, but 
would often return to the concept of 
God as the only possible basis for 
solution. 

With the rise of Christianity, the world 
witnessed the emergence of a school 
of thought that was no longer 
speculative but transcendently 
inspired and supported by experience 
and familiarity with the divine. 
Christianity tamed hearts previously 
impervious to the invitations of the 
intellect, and gave rise to the notion of 
love on Earth, closely linked to that of 
a God of infinite paternal compassion 
and personal commitment to beings 
created by the Divine Mercy. These 
beings appear as God’s children, 
differently from the previous notion of 
an impersonal and almost logical idea 
of a God Force or Logos of the Greeks.  

The Western civilization reaped the 
bitter fruits of its excesses and 
ambitions and collapsed for many 
painful centuries, but at the same time 
it also matured those elevated 
concepts within the silence of the 
souls, witnessing the patient 
harmonization between Greek ratio-
nalism and Christian mysticism, to the 
point of producing Francis of Assisi 
and Thomas Aquinas as the ultimate 
expressions of understanding the true 
meaning of Christianity, the first as a 
practical model and the last as a 
theoretical model.  

                                                           
7 René Descartes. Los princípios de la filosofía 

[The Principles of Philosophy]. Barcelona: 

Alianza Editorial, 1995, 31.  

Then the Reformation took place, 
having started as a spiritual and moral 
reaction to the many forms of 
perversion found in the Church of 
Rome. The reformers went to great 
lengths to eliminate from themselves 
and from Christianity the empty 
rituals, the immorality and licen-
tiousness of the clergy, as well as the 
submission of the Church of Christ to 
the whims of the world, but failed to 
convert hearts to purest Christian life 
because their own hearts weren’t 
converted, and eventually they ended 
up erecting churches much like the 
ones they intended to topple or 
reform in first place. This anticlimax, 
however, did not prevent the renewal 
movements of both Renaissance and 
Reformation from partially fulfilling 
their purposes, establishing a freer 
and more plural way to interpret life, 
the world and the Holy Scriptures, 
giving rise to modern thinking. 

It’s in the wake of the idea of individual 
freedom that countless missionaries 
took those ideas forward, sometimes 
in purely material terms, improving 
physical aspects of life, sometimes in 
more spiritual and moral terms, in 
perfect harmony with the superlative 
expressions of wisdom of Socrates, 
Plato and Jesus.  

Producing modern, subjectivist and 
critical thinking, Descartes points out 
in his Principles of Philosophy (1644): 
“17. The more we perceive something 
to be perfect, the more we must 
believe its causes to be perfect”7. 
Well, the causes of the soul can only 
be something better than it, that is, 
more thinking, freer, and morally 
superior to the soul itself, or else it 

 



could not have been able to create it. 
It’s irrational to claim that the human 
soul originated either out of nothing or 
out of matter, both of which lack its 
attributes and perfections. In the 
twentieth item, Descartes reinforces: 
“we are not the cause of ourselves”, 
and if we can’t understand ourselves, 
or things, or how exactly our intellect 
comprehend things, how is it possible 
that we can have the idea of the 
existence of a being supremely 
perfect above us, if not because this 
same being introduced in our souls 
these ideas (of the existence of God, 
along with the Divine attributes), 
which are very clear to our souls? 
Even though these notions are within 
us, they also go beyond our 
intellectual capacity; that is why the 
idea of infinite that exists within us, 
finite beings, is cause for embar-
rassment for us. (Descartes 1995). 

John Locke (1632-1704) divides the 
types of divine revelation into general, 
or indirect, and special, or direct, 
through prophets or Christ, claiming 
that one could not contradict the 
other, followed by Isaac Newton, who 
also rejected the doctrine of the 
Trinity. Meanwhile, Fenelon (1690 -
1710) refined Descartes’ rationalist 
philosophy, writing a more subtle 
proof of the existence of God, 
demonstrating the impossibility of 
materialism. Shortly afterwards (1730 
– 1750), Voltaire led a movement of 
consciences in favor of freedom, 
against superstition and the “laziness 
of reason”, fostering a secular idea of 
a God who shouldn’t love and bring 
revelations only to Jews and 
Christians, but that should  be 
indistinctly in the hearts of all peoples, 
who are the Almighty’s children. 
Finally, Alexander Baumgarten (1714-
1762) clarifies the difference between 
the concept of God revealed directly 
in the Bible and that revealed by 

reason, establishing that the latter 
would be enough to lead any rational 
being to glorify the Supreme Author 
of everything.  

The Earth conceives the restoration of 
spiritualism in the Modern Era with 
Gothold E. Lessing (1729 – 1781) who, 
in The Education of the Human Race, 
proposes the progressive revelation 
of the truth, i.e., that the truth is 
revealed through a process similar to 
that of the science; at no point we are 
in possession of the whole truth, but 
merely of the sum of studies, reve-
lations and meditations proportional 
to our ability, and that when we are 
ready God allows a new direct 
revelation to come through prophets 
and mystics, or yet more mature souls 
arrive to elaborate new elements by 
their own efforts. These mature souls, 
Lessing concluded, could not have 
been conceived by God in this way, 
having innate advantages over other 
souls; they must have started out as 
simple and ignorant as all others. The 
only rational explanation that could 
cover the justice of God on the one 
hand and, on the other, the existence 
of Spirits of different levels of maturity 
is the principle of reincarnation.  

Having been a disciple of Pestalozzi, 
Kardec had the privilege of being 
educated in a bilingual environment 
(Franco-German), which allowed him 
to know in depth the works of great 
French and German thinkers. 
Pestalozzi himself was an 
Enlightenment thinker, who saw God 
as causal principle of all things; he 
didn’t limit himself to characterizing 
God with the cultural traits that the 
Divine Being was presented by the 
Jews and early Christians. From this 
Enlightenment tradition, Kardec 
learned that the Gospel should be 
read according to the lights of reason, 
and never the other way around, i.e., 
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we should never bend the truth to 
accommodate it to what is written in 
the Sacred Scriptures. It couldn’t be so 
because, as Kardec observed, the 
Scriptures were written in mystical 
and symbolic language (Kardec 
2005), which prevents a literal 
interpretation and requires the use of 
a critical reading key.  

For both reason, as well as for The 
Bible, God is the focal point around 
which all ideas and thoughts, current 
or possible, gravitate. This is because 
no idea has support while separated 
from a metaphysical foundation, a 
nexus of meaning capable of 
justifying it.  

Since the days of Socrates and Plato, 
it is known that materialistic ideas, the 
only ones that attempt to deny that 
God is the source of reality, end up 
collapsing in the face of the 
impossibility of justifying themselves 
as ideas. In other words, the 
alternative to philosophy, which finds 
in God the mental foundation of all 
things, is the doctrine, contradictory in 
itself, that states that what is observed 
by the mind (matter) is the foundation 
of the mind itself. From this anti-
philosophical doctrine arise the most 
recent and equally inconsistent 
doctrines of psychoanalysis, Marxism 
and positivism, generated in the 19th 
century, when cultural hatred against 
religion didn’t admit that the 
philosophical basis (metaphysical) of 
human thinking is the idea of God. 

Acknowledging the contribution 
made by doctrines that loathed 
metaphysics and religion, despite 
being relatively justified by the 
disaster perpetrated by the Churches, 
it is necessary to note that re-

                                                           
8 Allan Kardec. Genesis: miracles and 
predictions according to Spiritism. Trans. USSF 
– 1st  ed, 2020. 

balancing back to rational models 
requires excluding the doctrines that 
have tried in vain to escape the 
idealistic foundation of reality. One of 
the merits of Spiritism is to have 
aligned itself with this long tradition of 
idealism, nationalism and theism, 
which are the characteristics of 
philosophy and human thinking in 
general, in a moment of eclipse of 
these ideas and almost automatic 
alignment with their opposite.  

It’s both beautiful and suggestive that 
Kardec begins and ends the principles 
of the Spiritist philosophy, The Spirits’ 
Book and Genesis respectively, 
studying the concept of God, as if to 
show us that no other subject steals 
sovereignty from the Author of the 
cosmos. 

“The most important part of Christ’s 
revelation – in the sense that it is the 
primary source, the cornerstone of his 
entire doctrine – is the entirely new 
point of view by which he portrays the 
Divinity.”8 (Kardec 2011). This sentence 
presents several philosophical marks: 
it makes Jesus a philosopher; it 
demonstrates Kardec’s eminently 
philosophical concern with the 
primary cause of other phenomena 
and things; it indicates the way and 
the perspective according to which 
one should begin to interpret the facts 
and moral laws contained within the 
Gospels; it recommends meditation 
on the concept of God as a solution to 
other fundamental philosophical 
problems. Such markings, as can be 
noted, operate both at theoretical and 
practical levels.  

As an Illuminist, Kardec thinks of the 
concept of God according to the 
greatness that raises him above petty 



expressions of human and religious 
interests, above the idea of a tiny God. 
As a Spiritist, Kardec makes it clear 
that it’s Jesus’ superior philosophical 
understanding that underlies the faith 
and moral depth of his doctrine, and 
that this would be impossible if they 
were not in conformity with an equally 
high foundation. 

Kardec, being free of dogmatisms, in 
his rational collection of the dictations 
of the Spirits doesn’t present us with a 
stagnant concept of God. Like 
Immanuel Kant, major thinker of the 
previous century, Kardec organized 
the questions and answers in a way 
that they could highlight the 
conjectural character of the concept 
of God. Spiritism, therefore, does not 
present a ready and permanent idea 
of God to its believer, but rather a 
horizon through which reason sees 
the peak of its current understanding 
of the truth. 

In the first chapter of The Spirits’ Book, 
human reason, represented by Allan 

Kardec, asks itself and the Heavens 
about this infinite and supreme 
intelligence that supposedly would 
be the cause of all things, obtaining as 
answers to its questions guidelines for 
work and meditation, rather than idols 
to worship and to crystallize in alleged 
certainties. 

Shortly after, outlining the guidelines 
of moral laws, Kardec and his 
interlocutors proceeded in a similar 
manner, avoiding to establish codes 
of outward behavior, pointing instead 
to abstract principles that would allow 
the individuals to decide what is the 
best course of action in order to 
guarantee them dignity, peace of 
mind and happiness. 

By purifying religion through the safe 
filter of reason and controlled 
experimentation, Kardec bequeathed 
to humankind such an elevated idea 
of the miraculous source of being 
that, when we understand it, our souls 
fall into awkward silence and 
rapturous adoration.

Translated by: United States Spiritist Federation - Barbara Hawksley 
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Abstract 

On Earth we still find several manifestations of violence, which reveal the moral 
primitivism of many of its inhabitants. We see daily news of lynching, in person or 
online, domestic violence, violence in human relationships, etc. The article in The 
Spiritist Review called “Barbarism in civilization” is an alert to the levels of violence 
that still happen on Earth. The human being who wants a better world (the World of 
Regeneration that lies ahead) must avoid revenge and violence to any degree, 
trying to strive to experience fraternity, tolerance and loving-kindness, so that one 
does not get in tune with inferior spirits who wish to promote disorder, including 
through violent actions. A nation or a society reveals its moral greatness by the 
marks of enlightenment of the conscience, and the spread of solidarity and 
fraternity. Kardec, in the book Genesis, says 
that fraternity is the great cornerstone of 
the regenerated world to come. May 
humans be the change one wishes for the 
world, as Gandhi asserted, and thus one will 
contribute to the building of the world of 
regeneration. 
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In The Spiritist Review of January 1863, there is an article entitled “Barbarism in 
Civilization”, in which Allan Kardec reproduces an unfortunate event that 
happened in Dalton, Carolina County, State of Maryland, in the United States 
of America. A young black man, accused of committing a sexual crime, 
already imprisoned in the local jail, was the victim of a violent lynching. A 
crowd went to the prison and dragged the prisoner to the town’s central 
square. A jury was immediately staged, the facts examined, and the prisoner 
found guilty and condemned to death by hanging.  

It is also said that gun shots were fired at the criminal, while the black man’s 
body contorted following the convulsions of death. The mob did not even wait 
for the stillness of the body and paraded the streets with their despicable 
trophy. The mob’s anger, however, would not stop there. A huge bonfire was 
lighted only to noisily receive and consume the flesh and the mutilated parts 
of the body. 

Kardec, from that account and during a meeting of the Parisian Society of 
Spiritist Studies, asks how it is possible that a whole population that has given 
proofs of intelligence and superiority and even given demonstrations of 
humanitarian feelings on other occasions, who profess a religion of kindness 
and peace, be taken by such a blood thirsty vertigo, showing a savage rage 
to the point of being fed by the torture of the victim.  

In response to the above question, a spirit, who was the medium's father, 
gives a message clarifying that human interest (selfishness), sensual 
pleasures, satisfactions of pride and vanity still foster these types of violent 
and cruel behavior. The development of the heart, the illumination of 
conscience, the diffusion of the sense of universal solidarity of beings and that 
of brotherhood among humans are the only authentic milestones that 
distinguish a people marching towards general progress.  

The article in focus of The Spiritist Review is very current, considering that we 
still see news of lynching after the practice of a crime that shocks a 
community or a city. 

In order to have an idea of the extent of lynching, it is estimated that in Brazil 
there is, on average, one lynching per day, and that, in the last sixty years, at 
least one million people have participated in lynching9. 

Lynching reveals the traits of aggression that still exist in many human beings. 
There are those that are violent to some degree (attitude, speech, gaze etc.) 
and do not strive to inhibit violent gestures, because they like to impose fear 
and manipulate others, demonstrating their level of moral inferiority. 

There are others in which violence is not explicit, but remains as old 
tendencies of the immortal being, not yet fully overcome. In certain life 
situations, it can reappear, in face of setbacks or challenges, through small 

                                                           
9 Reference made by José de Souza Martins, author of the book Linchamentos (Lynching)- Popular 
justice in Brazil, in an interview made by reporter María Martín, on July 8th, 2015, for the newspaper El 
País. (Www.brasil.elpais.com). 
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rude attitudes, and if not properly cared for, it can later erupt into aggressive 
behavior. 

Returning to the topic of lynching, before the occurrence of a serious crime 
that moves a population, two types of human beings can be considered: those 
that are usually aggressive, and those that bring the violent tendency in their 
innermost, and that, moved by a collective obsessive process10 (spirits that 
inspire violence), become involved in lynching before they realize. 

Of course, those whose traits of aggression are more tenuous are less likely 
to be involved in lynching or to commit a more violent act, but, without due 
moral care, neglecting the vigilance and prayer recommended by Jesus, they 
can tune in with spirits that want to cause disorder. Initially moved by the 
revolt in the face of a crime or some situation that they think is unfair, they are 
subtly involved by the grotesque vibrations, emitted by the obsessors and the 
incarnates who, explicitly, wish to exercise revenge with their own hands and, 
when they realize, they are venting aggressiveness, followed by guilt and the 
drama of conscience. 

This is a timely warning, because many backward spirits await someone's 
moral carelessness in order to enhance their levels of aggression, causing 
disorders and disturbance, not only in the social environment, but also in the 
family environment (domestic violence), in the workplace, in the religious 
temple etc. 

According to the orientation obtained by Kardec through a spiritual message 
in the Parisian Society, the unfortunate, angry, aggressive behaviors, etc., 
result from unresolved moral imperfections, such as selfishness, pride and 
the mastery of sensual pleasures. 

Pride, beloved son of selfishness, leads the individual to impose one’s points 
of view aggressively, without any respect for the opinion of others and 
freedom of thought. 

Sensual pleasures, mentioned by the Spirit in the message, also can generate 
violence, including in the marital relationship, when normally the male in the 
relationship (not only the male considering the gender issue, but also in the 
psychological posture, because in the same-sex unions, as a rule, there is one 
who adopts the male position) imposes that the other satisfies one’s sexual 
desire, adopting, in some cases, psychological violence, which can be more 
cruel than the physical one. 

In fact, the young man who was a victim of lynching, in the article in The 
Spiritist Review in focus, was being accused of having committed a sexual 
crime, that is, he acted dominated by the domain of sensual pleasures. 

The lynching that, I repeat, still happens today, is the result of the desire for 
revenge, and, according to The Gospel According to Spiritism, in the lesson 

                                                           
10 For those interested in studying the subject of collective obsession, I recommend the articles: 
"Demonic Epidemic in Savoy", in The Spiritist Review of April 1862; “O Ramanenjana”, in The Spiritist 
Review of February 1865 and “Haunted Trees in Mauritius Island”, in The Spiritist Review of March 1869. 



“Revenge”, this practice is “one of the last residues of barbaric customs, which 
tend to disappear among human beings.” (Kardec 1998, 156) 

In that lesson we find the following warning: " When their hatred does not 
reach such extremes, they attack the enemy in his or her honor and 
affections". 

In this context, we find, nowadays, in face of the inevitable growth of social 
networks, that the individual can vent his or her violence through virtual 
lynching. 

How many times people use these virtual resources to denigrate someone's 
image, to satisfy some desire for revenge, exposing them to ridicule, falsifying 
information, making public something that should remain private, or simply 
using aggressive words to hurt or to fight back an offense. 

It is known that the information released on social media reaches countless 
number of people, in such a way that the virtual lynching generates serious 
damages to the victim, as well as to the perpetrator of the aggression, who in 
this way becomes severely compromised before the divine laws, and may 
come to suffer painful atonements. 

Moral care must be taken to avoid engaging in aggressive behavior of any 
kind, be it face-to-face or virtual lynching, or a small rude attitude in everyday 
life in human relationships. 

Only the experience of love and the effort to conquer virtues will allow the 
individual to be free from violence. As Gandhi teaches, be the change you 
want to see in the world. 

The Earth is in the midst of a planetary transition, gradually moving towards 
becoming a World of Regeneration, but barbaric customs like lynching of any 
order still remain. It is then up to the individual consciously awakened to the 
true meaning of life (the “lights of conscience”, according to the expression 
used in the message of The Spiritist Review) and who already wants a more 
moralized and peaceful world, to make an effort to live and act guided by 
nobler emotions. 

The spiritual communication of the medium's father is an invitation to exercise 
solidarity and fraternity, which will be the moral marks of the regenerated 
world to come. 

In this sense, in the book “Genesis”, we find the statement that “only moral 
progress can ensure the happiness of people on Earth, putting a halt on bad 
passions; only moral progress can bring about harmony, peace, and fraternity 
among them.” (Kardec 2008, 272) 

And, in the same chapter, it is stated that “fraternity must be the cornerstone 
of the new social order”. (Kardec 2008, 271) 

In the daily effort to live with fraternity and solidarity, the human being will 
come across news of crimes, some brutal, sometimes even occurring very 
close to them, even taking a loved one; but one should never yield to any form 
of lynching or revenge. Rather, one must try to understand the inferior moral 
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state of those who committed the crime. It is not a matter of connivance, but 
of tolerance, according to the extraordinary example of Jesus in the 
evangelical passage of the adulterous woman. (John 8: 1-11) 

In some situations, public figures (politicians, artists, idols, etc.) get caught in 
scandals or act in a wrong way, suffering harsh virtual lynching. 

The individual who seeks to be a good person should not behave like that. 
One should seek to pray for those that failed morally, knowing that the divine 
laws have mechanisms for reparation and awakening, and it is not necessary 
for people to vent their anger or expressions of violence. If you are unable to 
pray for the one who made the mistake, at least be silent, thus avoiding taking 
part in the most exalted and unbalanced groups who lynch or humiliate 
anyone who stumbles before life. 

If the individual is a victim of any type of violence, including on social media, 
obviously he or she can take legal measures deemed appropriate, even to 
stop the violence, but one should never think of revenge. If we do that we will 
be exhibiting the same level of evolution or even worse than the one who 
caused the violence. In addition, one should not be tempted to attack or 
retaliate any offense. 

In this way, we can see the importance and how current the text that we 
selected from The Spiritist Review is. It represents a real alert, so that people 
can avoid any form of lynching and violence. These are still remnants of moral 
primitivism, but in the World of Regeneration that lies ahead, they will be 
replaced by attitudes of loveliness, tolerance, solidarity and fraternity, which 
must begin through the very action of individuals, because a world or a nation 
only progresses when its inhabitants elevate themselves. 

Translated by:  U S Spiritist Federation - J. Korngold 
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In the question 766 of The Spirits’ Book, 
Allan Kardec has asked the Spirits if the 
social live is founded in the Nature. The 
Benefactors of the Spiritist Doctrine 
answered yes, “God made human 
beings to live in a society”.  In a note for 
the question 768, Allan Kardec adds 
that “no one possesses the complete 
range of faculties. Through social 
union, human beings complete one  

 

 

 

another, and mutually secure their 
well-being. 

Because they need one another, they 
have been created to live in society 
and not in isolation.” (Kardec 2003, 359) 

The social living is the greatest 
opportunity of interior development to 
all of us. 

It is thru living with our fellow human 
beings that we have the necessary 
tools to change what we are. 
Opportunity to identify our vices in 
general, which can only be faced by 
living with others. This is the Spiritist 
proposal: to live in society looking for 
self-transformation in the first place, 
and then contributing so that the 
society could also change.  

This was also the thoughts of the 
medium, Spiritist speaker and 
professor J. Raul Teixeira. After 
founding, on September 4th, 1980, the 
Sociedade Espírita Fraternidade - SEF 
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speaker and medium José Raul Teixeira. 
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(Fraternity Spiritist Society), in the city 
of Niteroi, State of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, Raul Teixeira, along with his 
companions from SEF, started a social 
assistance in a poor community called 
Favela do Gás. In that community, the 
assistance to needy children and their 
families consisted of preventive 
educational work, which was in the 
plans of the Spirit Camilo (Spiritual 
Guide of the medium) and in the mind 
of Raul Teixeira himself. 

Feeling the importance of expanding 
the service of assistance and adapting 
it to the needs of others, in 1986, with 
the collaboration of several friends, 
Raul Teixeira acquired an area of land 
with 12,415 acres, in a place called 
“Várzea das Moças”, about 12 miles 
away from downtown Niteroi. Right 
after the acquisition of the land, the 
Spirit Camilo said the following words 
to the medium Raul Teixeira: “we are 
going to build and create the work we 
had planned, using this new land, the 
new opportunity that Jesus Christ is 
offering us”. 

Thus, on March 20, 1988, SEF’s social 
assistance services were moved to this 
new place, called with the name of 
Remanso Fraterno, as suggested by the 
Spirit José Grosso, because the place is 
situated in a pleasant region, quietly 
green, a really restful land. At that time, 
there were no improvements 
whatsoever in the Remanso Fraterno, 
being only a piece of land left to the 
action of time. 

In 1990, when SEF completed 10 years 
of existence, the cornerstone for the 
construction of Remanso Fraterno was 
laid, with the presence of the speaker 
and medium Mr. Divaldo Pereira 
Franco. On that occasion, the Spirit 
Bezerra de Menezes, involving the 
medium Divaldo Franco, left a 

beautiful psychophonic message of 
gratitude to Jesus and, at the same 
time, of encouragement to all of those 
present, committed to the beginning of 
the work: 

“Lord, you chose the Nature for the 
culminating moments of your life … 

On some mount, you had presented 
the Statute of the Beatitudes 
extending the sovereign code of love 
as efficient guideline for human 
happiness … 

On another hill, you transformed 
yourself before the witnesses who 
returned from beyond the grave so 
they would confirm to the fellows of 
carnal journey, the excellence of your 
Ministry … 

On the calm shores of the sea, you 
acted offering security, comfort, health 
and peace to those who presented 
themselves in mental and physical 
disarray under the injunctions of the 
suffering that refines the Spirit … 

In the bright scenes of the golden 
wheat fields, you sang parables that 
should constitute the permanent 
luminous milky way under the dark sky 
of the dazed humanity, offering 
solutions to their problems … 

On the sea waters, shaken by the gale, 
you had taught full trust in God…  

On the mountain of Gadara, you 
saluted your companions with your 
authority over stunned Spirits … 

In the landscapes of the Gethsemane, 
shaded of fig and olive trees, you 
testified your total devotion …  

And on the Mount Golgotha, facing a 
sky disturbed by the violence of the 
storm that would soon fall, you left 
yourself to be dragged in the direction 
of immortality … 



 It is natural that we who seek to follow 
in thy footsteps, to look for, in our turn, 
the cosmic and virgin sanctuary of 
Nature, to rise the peacefulness of love 
in the name of the fraternity that you 
bequeath to us. 

It is perfectly understandable that 
returning to the neat origins of your 
Gospel, we return to the direct contact 
with the birds of the sky, the trees of 
the earth, and the breeze of the air, to 
speak of your unsurpassed love, when 
hatred erupts violently in the 
passionate hearts of the great 
assemblies of the world, stunned by 
the power of the passionate and 
mercantilist economy ... 

Bless those out there, stunned in the 
bourgeoisie of wealthy passions and 
bless us, confident in the symphony of 
Nature in celebration, repeating the 
same hymn of praise that always sang 
in your honor and let us plant here the 
cornerstone of our feelings, Jesus. 

Bless, Heavenly Father, the blessed 
opportunity to love you, to dedicate 
ourselves to the ideal of Jesus Christ, 
which shines in our hearts as a 
lighthouse in a dark night, pointing out 
the dangers of the human crossing. 

Grant, Most Loving Father, 
wisdom, and peace to your workers 
who follow Jesus, united here to build 
the sanctuary of fraternity, in the 
social action of goodness, to which 
the Gospel invites us all.  

* * * 

 

Dear sons,  

the pathway to redemption resembles 
the physical road of the Earth: 
stretches carpeted of easinesses, plots 
cropped with problems, and areas 
hoisted of thorns. 

The triumph in each soul results from 
the effort started by the victory that 
will be achieved at the end of the 
journey ... 

While the glade of the objective is not 
reached, the dangers multiply along 
the pathway, ominious ... 

Having as faith the compass of the 
truth, and the ideal of service as a goal, 
we will arrive at the desired goals, 
under the aegis of Jesus. 

Trust, therefore, without ceasing, in 
your objectives of redemption, certain 
that it will never lack the support of the 
Greater World and the goodwill of the 
Divine Conductor. 

Lead us, Lord, now and ever! 

These are the vows of the paternal and 
most humble friend always. 

Bezerra. 

Thank You, Jesus! (Faria 2008, 150) 
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The Spirit Camilo turned to the “Doctor 
of the Poor”, as the Spirit Bezerra de 
Menezes is called, to be the godfather 
of the initiated Social Work. And since 
then, this Spirit of higher level has 
become the Great Benefactor of the 
Remanso Fraterno, whose greatest 
tutor is the Spirit Francis of Assisi, 
whose team is joined by the Spirit 
Camilo. 

Thus, we see that these Benefiting 
Entities are linked to the works with 
which they are attuned, because they 
comply with their proposal, which is to 
save souls for Jesus. 

The Remanso Fraterno corresponds, 
within the Spirit Camilo’s program-
ming, to a practical laboratory, so that 
there the Spiritist theory can be 
accomplished, making Spiritism useful 
to the society, while it promotes in its 
workers the happiness of being helpful 
to the work of good on the face of the 
Earth. 

And so, over time, were being built the 
several sectors that today create the 
Remanso Fraterno. 

Currently, in the physical dimension, 
the Remanso Fraterno consists of the 
following buildings: 

- Administration – opened in 1993, 
currently occupied by the Social 
Assistance sector. 

- Healthcare Building – opened in 1994. 
- Education Building – opened in 1996. 
- Professor Clélia Rocha Educational 

Center – inaugurated in 1998. 
- Dining Hall – opened in 2001. 
- Daycare Community – inaugurated in 

2002. 

In 2013, was inaugurated the new head 
office of the Social Assistance Board, 
which is the house of a project called 
“Welcoming promotes Transfor-
mation”. This project has the objective 
of welcoming children enrolled in the 

public school system, aiming to 
expand their knowledge and skills, 
awakening their autonomy and to 
strength links with the schools, with 
their families and with the 
communities where they live. 

Thus, the Remanso Fraterno is a social 
and educational space maintained by 
the Sociedade Espírita Fraternidade - 
SEF (Fraternity Spiritist Society), and all 
the income obtained from the sale of 
the books psychographed by the 
medium J. Raul Teixeira is intended to 
its maintenance. 

Today, it serves 250 children, from 2 
and a half to 10 years of age, 165 
families and 85 teenagers and youths 
in situations of social vulnerability. It is 
a non-profit social work, whose 
primary purpose is the education of 
those children and teenagers, also 
giving support to their families. 

The Remanso is, therefore, a full-time 
school, which aims, through education, 
to transform the mindset of young 
people, to form good citizens to live in 
the society, being the main goal to 
assist these vulnerable children who 
are often expelled from other schools 
for bad behavior or learning difficulties. 

As a full-time school, the Remanso also 
offers to all children, in addition to 
basic education: computer classes, 
music, physical education, sports, arts, 
reading room, recreation, notions of 
breadding and agriculture (teaching 
them on how to plant and grow fruits, 
vegetables and greeneries that are 
used for their own consumption). This 
way, Remanso offers everyone the 
necessary structure for excellent 
learning and full development, with 
the inclusion of the best textbooks. 

Remanso Fraterno¸ counts with 3 
buses to transport students and staff. 
All food is supervised by nutritionists. 



The institution also offers medical 
and dental care to all children and 
youths during all times they remain in 
there. 

The institution’s fundamental 
proposal is to provide education to 
the children and young teenagers 
served in there, so that they can have 
the possibility to leave the streets, 
drugs, prostitution, so common in 
needy communities. 

Every Saturday, Remanso Fraterno 
allows that its facilities are used by 
the family members of the assisted 
and other residents of neighboring 
communities to receive thru 
volunteers, spiritist education 
classes, where they are given 
guidance on various topics, in 
addition to the basic teachings of the 
Spiritist Doctrine. 

Another goal of Remanso Fraterno is 
to prevent assisted families from 
remaining in poverty, freeing them to 
be worthy people through work, as 
the old popular saying states: “Not 
only to give the fish, but yet to give 
the rod and teach on how to fish.”. 
This way, under the watchful and 
loving eye of its founder, Remanso 
Fraterno has been planting in the 
hearts of young people and those of 
their families, the seeds of love, so 
that, through education, they can 
have a glorious harvest in the future. 

After all these years of dedication to 
others, Remanso Fraterno have had 

national recognition in Brazil. In 2017, 
Época Magazine and the Instituto 
Doar had elected Remanso Fraterno 
as one of the 100 best NGOs (Non-
Governmental Organization) in Brazil, 
in the sector of education of children 
with social vulnerability, according to 
management and transparency 
standards1. 

All the Spiritist theory is meaningless 
if it does not serve for our self-
transformation in the first place and 
then for the growth of our neighbor. 
Remanso Fraterno has changed the 
lives of hundreds of children and 
young people who are assisted in 
there, and at the same time it 
contributes to the transformation of 
those who engage themselves, 
donating in noble causes. 

      “Remanso Fraterno is  

a school of Love”  
J. Raul Teixeira 

 

Translated by:  U S Spiritist Federation  
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Abstract 

Most Spiritists are unaware that the old Tuileries Palace in Paris was the scene of 
memorable mediumistic sessions of physical effects, even before Allan Kardec 
published the first edition of The Spirits' Book in 1857. Taking advantage of the 
presence, in the French capital, of the famous Scottish medium Daniel Dunglas 
Home, Emperor Napoleon III and Empress Eugenia held some spiritist seances with 
that medium in the premises of the imperial palace and were surprised by what they 
saw, given his transcendent and unusual 
character. They witnessed things that, 
according to the doctors of the Sorbonne 
in the 19th century, human eyes could 
never see, for being impossible... 
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The old Tuileries Palace history merges with one of the most troubled periods 
in the history of Paris. Started in 1564 by Catarina de Medicis, it was located 
west of the Louvre, between the right bank of the Seine and Rue de Rivoli, 
facing directly the famous gardens that inspired its name. 

Over time, additions and modifications were made to the building by several 
sovereigns, especially during the reigns of Henry IV and Louis XIV, until the 
latter transferred the court to Versailles in 1682. With the 1789 revolution it 
became the head office of the Executive Power and, during the Empire, it was 
the official residence of Napoleon Bonaparte and his nephew Louis 
Napoleon, better known as Napoleon III. Partially set on fire by revolutionaries 
in 1871, months after Bismarck's Prussian victory over France, the palace was 
eventually demolished in 1883, by order of the National Assembly. 

During more than three hundred years, how many secrets have been buried 
with its ashes! How many dramas, how many intrigues, how many destinies 
and how many crimes have been lived, designed, fulfilled and perpetrated in 
its elegant halls! But what many people ignore, of course, is that their 
luxurious rooms served as a stage for some mediumistic manifestations of 
physical effects, in the middle of the nineteenth century (1857), and in the 
presence of a select and curious assistance... 

According to Anna Blackwell, contemporary of Allan Kardec and English 
translator of the first two books of the Spiritist Codification, Allan Kardec 
attended numerous events at the Tuileries Palace, at the invitation of Emperor 
Napoleon III and Empress Eugenia, and held with them long conversations 
upon the doctrines of The Spirits' Book. (Doyle 2013, 431) Modest by nature, 
one of the striking features of his personality, the Codifier never sought to take 
advantage of the situation, as being received in intimacy by His Imperial 
Majesties was a real honor to the standards then in force in the French capital. 

Once, in a private conversation with the medium Divaldo Franco, regarding 
the Second French Empire (1852-1870), he revealed to me that he had among 
his documents a very interesting article, probably unknown to most Spiritists, 
which was published in the Reader's Digest Magazine in October 1944. 

It is a biography of Daniel Dunglas Home, a famous 19th. century Scottish 
medium, printed in the Books Section of that magazine, under the title of 
Sorcerer in the Apogee, narrating some prodigies of his very remarkable 
mediumship, with which he delighted and intrigued the nobility in Europe. 

We highlight, among the countless interesting episodes narrated in the article 
published in the magazine, the following: 

“(...) On the morning of February 11, 1857, the Marquis de Belmont, at the 
behest of His Imperial Majesty Napoleon III, waited at the door of Home's 
house [then in Paris] to find out if 'the power had already returned '. Yes sir, 
replied Home, it had returned at midnight sharp and the signal of the reprise 
had been given by the hand of a Spirit that had touched my forehead... 

“That said, the marquis pleaded with the medium, in the name of the emperor, 
to come to the Tuileries Palace as soon as possible. 
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“With the day chosen with a sense of mystery, Friday, February 13, 1857, Home 
appeared for the first time in the presence of Napoleon III and the romantic 
Empress Eugenia. Throughout this initial session, the emperor's cold eyes 
were thoughtful. The sovereign was also a very reasonable amateur magician; 
in any case, it made him think that his mental questions were answered by 
those mysterious knocks... 

“Empress Eugenia allowed herself to be completely captivated by the 
Spiritist, quickly and without resisting. Home asked her to put her hand under 
the table, whispering that if another hand there shook hers, it would be that of 
someone Her Majesty should not fear... They all waited, and a moment later 
the Empress murmured, almost suffocated, unable to believe in her senses: 
'It is my father's hand'. In turn, the Emperor also touched it: both confessed 
that they recognized it without hesitation, due to a certain specific 
imperfection... 

“The culminating moment of the session, however, was when a luminous halo 
condensed in the air, and then transmuted into the hand of a man, that 
grabbed a pencil and quickly wrote: 'Napoleon'. The Emperor declared 
immediately that it was the signature of the great Bonaparte. Eugenia then 
begged to be allowed to kiss the hand of the one to whom she and her 
husband owed so much, and the hand, before fading, rose up to the 
Empress's lips. 

“Impressed, the emperor sent an urgent message to the Sorbonne doctors, 
whom, he hoped, would explain all those phenomena as caused by 
‘electricity’- then still a little less mysterious laboratory curiosity than the 
Spiritists’ ectoplasm. But the disconcerting verdict of the wise teachers was 
simply that everything the emperor had just told them he had seen - it was 
not something that human eyes could ever see... 

“From then on, Home started to dine every week with the imperial couple’s 
family and performed many numbers from his transcendent repertoire to the 
delight and amazement of the most distinguished foreign visitors. The entire 
court was fascinated, and everyone there was tireless to cajole the spiritist...”1 

What the Magazine does not report, but Divaldo Franco reveals, is that the 
defect presented by the materialized hand that appeared under the table, 
soon recognized to be the emperor's father-in-law, resulted from the absence 
of a finger, lost accidentally, and that for both it served as indisputable 
evidence to identify the much missed departed relative... 

Daniel Dunglas Home performed other prodigies in his Parisian forays, in other 
no less refined environments. On one occasion, at Madame de Attainville's 
house, in the presence of the Princess of Metternich and her husband, the 
famous Austrian diplomat and inspirer of the Holy Alliance, the following 
phenomenon was observed: 

“When the table tilted in the presence and due to the medium's action, 
however high the angle of inclination, the objects placed on it remained all in 
                                                           
1 Reader’s Digest – “Book Section”, October 1944. 
 



place, firmly adhered to the cloth [that covered it] and resisted all efforts to 
move them. But that's not all yet: the flame of a candle, instead of being kept 
upright, tilted at the same angle as the candlestick and the table on which it 
was resting! ”2 

How to explain such a prodigy? Before the positivist logic of the time, the 
phenomenon was nothing more than an illusion of the senses, to say the least, 
when backbiting did not attribute it to cheating, to deception. For us Spiritists, 
it was the explosion of mediumship of physical effects, one of the 
manifestations of the Voices of Heaven (Kardec 1996, 23), foreshadowing the 
arrival of the times marked by Divine Providence for the regeneration of 
Humanity, in order to “dispel darkness, confuse the proud and glorify the 
righteous ”, according to the wise words of the Spirit of Truth. (Kardec 1996, 
23) 

As in the past, by sponsoring the coming of the prophets who paved the way 
for Jesus, the Superior Spiritual Plan also prepared the ground that would be 
paved by nascent Spiritism.  It is interesting to highlight that the facts narrated 
here occurred shortly before Hippolyte Léon Denizard Rivail published The 
Spirits’ Book and immortalize the pseudonym Allan Kardec. It is more 
evidence, among many others, to demonstrate that the Spiritist Codification 
was not the work of chance or improvisation, but, on the contrary, the result 
of conscious, deliberate planning, led masterly by the Christ of God. 

Translated by: U S Spiritist Federation - João Korngold 
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Abstract 

The year of 2020, marked by a pandemic that affected almost all nations of 
the globe, saw the emergence of a youth movement that took advantage of 
its knowledge in the area of technology to give a great boost to the 
dissemination of Spiritism through digital media. The weekly Youth Meetings, 
which used to take place in Spiritist Centers, are now held online. Everyday 
topics became the focus of studies and discussions, in the light of Spiritism; 
young people from other Spiritist institutions began to join them; the feeling 
of belonging and the bonds of friendship were strengthened, as well as the 
commitment to continue studying and propagating Spiritism. A retrospective 
of the Brazilian youth movement shows the importance that the First 
Conference of Young Spiritists, held in 1948, had in the strengthening and 
expansion of Spiritism throughout Brazil. This intense movement carried out 
by young people today, transcending 
borders, has a similar potential to bring 
Spiritism to all nations.  
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The Spiritist movement current 
registers a relevant fact that points to 
new paths and fills us with joy. Young 
people are emerging in leadership 
roles rarely seen before. The 
convenience offered by the internet 
and its digital media has generated a 
fertile ground for the expression of 
youth. The confinement imposed by 
the pandemic provided countless 
opportunities for young Spiritists to 
express their thoughts, feelings and 
opinions on current issues, analyzing 
them in the light of Spiritism.  

Linked or coming from evangelization 
groups in Spiritist centers and with 
access to various media technologies, 
young people with good knowledge 
of the doctrine are taking advantage 
of this opportunity to present their 
ideas, showing the general public 
what was previously limited to 
institutions.  

It’s the leaders themselves who tell us 
about their initiatives, projects and 
desires12, whether in online interview 
shows, debates or courses to 
disseminate the doctrine. In such 
situations, it’s surprising to hear their 
testimonies about the role that the 
knowledge of Spiritism and the 
gospel of Jesus play in their lives. 

The countless narratives found on the 
web give us the dimension of the 
transformation that is taking place. On 
their own initiative, participants from 
various youth evangelization groups 
began to meet during the quarantine 
to continue to deepen their Spiritist 
knowledge.  

Making use of video conferencing 
tools that allow people to virtually 
meet with others in real time, under 
the guidance of their Spiritist 

                                                           
12 Espiritismo de Jovem para Jovem [Spiritism 
from young people to young people]: 

educators or on their own initiative, 
they choose works that will be studied 
every week. Most of the time, they 
choose the Spiritist Pentateuch. This 
activity included different ways of 
doing things. In some groups, a 
different member is in charge of 
preparing and presenting a theme 
from the chosen book, followed by a 
debate. Other groups perform such 
task in pairs. Others yet make a 
previous reading of the chosen text 
and start a discussion when they are 
online. Within the different groups 
there are also those who bring up 
some everyday subjects to be 
discussed in the light of Spiritism. 
Sometimes these analyzes are based 
on materials found on the web and 
considered suitable for discussion.  

An extremely positive aspect of these 
virtual meetings, highlighted by the 
participants themselves, is the fact 
that members that were unable to 
attend the face-to-face meetings for 
one reason or another could be 
included again. 

Looking closely at the statements of 
these young people, we realize how 
much Spiritism determines their ways 
of thinking, feeling and acting in the 
world, which reminds us of Kardec, 
when he stated: “When the new 
generations begin to be educated 
under Spiritist beliefs, we will have a 
different kind of youth, more focused 
on studies and less troubled. This can 
be weighed by the effects that such 
ideas have on young people who are 
already imbued with them.” (Kardec 
1998, 370) 

In fact, the ideas draw from the 
Spiritist teachings change their ways 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8g0y
Qmo59DQqXg4UoyKMBA 
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of looking at life, conferring meaning 
to their existences. 

We had the opportunity not only to 
analyze several videos of these 
meetings, but also to participate, as 
guests, in a some of them: We are One 
and Conexão de Mocidades [Youth 
Connection]. 

The first was an event promoted by 
the International Spiritist Council (ISC) 
and the United States Spiritist 
Federation (USSF), aimed at families, 
which received dozens of young 
Spiritists from different countries. 
During this event, we could observe 
that the majority of young people are 
aware that Spiritism is capable of 
providing answers to the existential 
questions that concern them.13 

Conexão de Mocidades is a projected 
started with the pandemic, whose 
members attend several Spiritist 
institutions in a town in the State of Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. During one of these 
meetings, we were able to ask some 
questions to the members of this 
group.14 

Their answers on the role of Spiritism 
in their lives confirm the thoughts of 
the Codifier regarding the subject, as 
seen in the statements below:  

“I used to consider myself an atheist. 
But when I found Spiritism, I found 
myself. As if I were a small boat lost in 
troubled waters. Suddenly, a 
lighthouse appeared and I was able to 
find guidance. I found the mainland. I 
found other boats, which are also 
exploring, more and more” (I. 26 years 
old). 

                                                           
13 FEDF: E agora, jovem espírita? Vida 
Espírita/Papo Cabeça: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k_zYriR
_Tw  

“Spiritism is my life. With Spiritism, I 
am who I am. I know I can continue my 
life with the teachings that I learned 
from it. I can say that with Spiritism I 
am a different person, with different 
ideas. During the most difficult 
moment of my life, Spiritism helped 
me, providing me with answers. That’s 
why I’m grateful to have it in my life.” 
(J., 17 years old). 

Another important aspect that can be 
noticed in youth groups in the 
strengthening of affective bonds. On 
this, Kardec emphasizes the feeling of 
well-being that arises in groups that 
share the same ideas: “thanks to 
Spiritism, we understand the power 
and the effects of collective thinking; 
we understand better the sense of 
well-being that we experience in a 
homogeneous and friendly 
environment.” (Kardec 2004, 487) 

And it is this sense of well-being that 
usually prevails during the virtual 
meetings, just as it happened in 
weekly meetings at Spiritist Centers. 
They are environments in which 
young people can share issues that 
concern them. The existence of 
mutual trust encourages them to deal 
with their difficulties and the 
problems that afflict them. These 
conversations, whether face-to-face 
or virtually, are a stage where 
emotions flow. And it is the group 
itself that offers clarification and 
comfort, found in Spiritism and in the 
Gospel of Jesus. Minds and hearts are 
intertwined, favoring personal growth, 
usually expressed in words of 
gratitude to God. In addition to 
studies, during these meetings 

14 Mocidade CEFEC Nova Iguaçu: 
https://www.instagram.com/mocidadecefec
ni/                   
https://www.instagram.com/p/CCRgdc1HSP
s/ 



participants also pray and vibrate for 
those who suffer. 

Listening to the testimonies of these 
young people is making the spiritual 
words of the tireless Spiritist worker 
Antonio Batuira echo in our minds: 
“Let us offer our hands in fraternal 
solidarity. Let us support each other... 
We are here for each other... we 
belong to one another. Let us open 
our arms to our companions in need 
[...] Let us open our sincere hearts, as 
always, to each other, and let us listen 
to one another with understanding 
and love.” (Xavier 1985, 39) 

Mutual acceptance and a sense of 
belonging are hallmarks of the youth 
in the Spiritist Movement, in general. 

We know the young people, 
especially teenagers, tend to seek 
autonomy and identity affirmation. 
Both situations often generate family 
conflicts and mixed feelings about 
themselves, which can result in 
anxiety and stress. Being welcomed 
into a group of peers, finding space to 
talk about themselves and their 
emotional needs has been pointed 
out by young Spiritists as one of the 
most positive aspects of their group 
experiences in Spiritist Centers, and 
nowadays, on the web groups.  

All of this contributes to the creation 
of a deep sense of belonging in young 
people, as can be seen in different 
speeches recorded in some virtual 
meetings, available on social 
networks.15 

In one of them, a 19-year-old boy 
emphasizes the importance of these 
exchanges, stating that ‘participating 
in these meetings and seeing the 

                                                           
15 FEDFtv: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwMPrg
4rmJ0&t=2731s (Accessed on 05/07/2020). 
 

Spiritism Movement organize itself so 
that we ca talk about our lives, our 
social and family experiences, about 
art and our feelings... opening a 
listening space...  has been very 
important and I am very grateful for 
that.”16 (R., 19 years old). 

Gratitude is what this same young 
person feels about being able to “give 
love to my companions, thank others 
for their presence in that group and 
expand moments filled with 
emotions.” 

The experiences of evangelical and 
doctrinal precepts in their lives is so 
real that, after these virtual meetings, 
a large number of young people 
developed a more forgiving look 
towards their own family members. 
It’s worth remembering that family 
conflicts became more acute in many 
homes during the period of social 
isolation. Many of them, for example, 
narrated that they realized the need to 
cooperate with their domestic group. 
“It is time to talk, instead of competing; 
helping, not creating embarras-
sments” (Franco 2015, 156) 

We also found young people 
reporting changes in their perception 
regarding individuals suffering from 
depression and suicidal ideas. Such 
change inspired them to try to keep in 
touch and help these people. In other 
words, they speak and keep their 
thoughts focused on the good. These 
are attitudes that originate from the 
knowledge drawn from Spiritism, 
which changes their way of seeing the 
world, as Emmanuel explains: 
“People, when in touch with the ideals 
of the New Revelation, feeling their 
views naturally broaden, begin to 
perceive with grater amplitude the 

16 FEDFtv: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwMPrg
4rmJ0 (Accessed on 05/07/2020). 
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problems that surround them. Their 
sensitivity is heightened, their 
capacity to love is intensified. Their 
hearts are converted in spiritual 
estuary, in which all human pains find 
echo.”(Xavier 1953, 139) 

These facts confirm the evidence 
found in a survey conducted by the 
Department of Childhood and Youth 
of the Brazilian Spiritist Federation 
(DCY/BSF), with 1,072 young people 
from all Brazilian states, in April 2013. 
The proposal was to point out the 
main reasons that led them to 
participate in a Youth Group in a 
Spiritist Center. The results showed 
that 70% of young people chose as 
their first option: “to acquire 
knowledge about Spiritism and 
spiritual life.” As second option, 38% of 
young people chose the item: 
“seeking answers to the challenges of 
young people’s life”, and 37% 
“meeting with friends”(Dusi 2015, 75-6)  

Young people have also been inviting 
their non-Spiritist friends to 
participate in events that take place in 
the Centers they attend. The 
knowledge of Spiritism delights them 
so much that they want to share it with 
those whom they love. Their entrance 
doors can be the participation in 
Youth Evangelization meetings, 
public talks or artistic events. Artistic 
expressions, such as music and plays, 
always strong presences in Spiritist 
youth groups, have gained visibility 
due to the internet and social 
networks, especially now. In this 
regard, it is worth mentioning the 
initiative of a small group of young 
people in Vancouver, Canada, who 
are producing podcasts both in 
English and Portuguese, in the form of 
basic dialogues about Spiritism. 

                                                           
17 Youth Society:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tb00Hh
r-Ig. 

Despite being few, they are reaching 
many.17 

Social networks nowadays are 
facilitating a widespread trend: the 
integration of young people from 
Spiritist centers everywhere. A 
movement that started at the local 
level is now crossing borders, 
allowing youths from various parts of 
the world to enrich themselves by 
exchanging experiences. 

At the end of the We are One group 
meeting, for instance, several young 
people proposed the creation of a 
single virtual group to bring all 
members together. They were very 
interested in continuing to interact 
with their peers from other countries. 
“We may be going through a serious 
situation, but we are not alone!", 
declared one of the youths at that 
moment. 

This whole movement reveals the 
power of youth leadership on a large 
scale. And, as a result of their 
collective reflections, some claims 
arise. They wish to have more space 
and voice both in the Spiritist Centers 
they attend and the Spiritist 
Movement in general. They also wish 
to be allowed to choose the subjects 
and formats of the meetings in which 
they participate; promote more 
exchanges between groups of other 
young Spiritists and to participate 
more actively in the activities of the 
centers they attend.18 As for their 
participation, we know that in many 
institutions the youth engages in 
social and charity projects, even in 
very small groups. 

We recorded the speech of a young 
woman from El Salvador, at the end of 
the aforementioned international 

18 Youth Society:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tb00Hh
r-Ig 



meeting, where she stated that, 
despite being part of a very small 
group of only a dozen young people, 
they may spend up to an entire day in 
poor communities, providing them 
with snacks and warm clothing, 
bringing them joy and spiritual 
comfort. 

It is undeniable how much these 
young people enjoy to participate in 
the activities promoted by their 
Spiritist groups or, as we are seeing, in 
those activities that radiate from them. 

In many Spiritist Center, young adults 
who have actively participated in 
youth groups in the past have now 
taken on the role of evangelizers or 
even coordinators of Spiritist youths, 
in addition to working in other 
departments, including dissemination. 
And these are exactly the people that 
are most likely to dialogue with the 
youth of today, since they can better 
understand their desire to participate. 

Some young Spiritists have been for 
some time now ahead of Spiritist 
programs and videos that are 
broadcasted through the internet, 
aimed at equally young audiences, 
addressing Spiritism and everyday 
subjects in a more relaxed way. They 
are references among young 
Spiritists, and their programs have 
thousands of views.19 

And it is this kind of enthusiasm which 
now takes over young Spiritists that 
fills us with hope of seeing the 
doctrine continue to grow.  

                                                           
19 Carol Oliveira, with Meninas Espíritas: 
https://www.youtube.com/meninasespiritasv
log?sub_confirmation=1; Thiago Toledo, with 
Cidadão do Universo, and Marina Miranda, with 
Minha nada mole encarnação, vlogs from 
FEBtv 
https://www.febnet.org.br/febtvsite/juvenil 
(accessed on 05/07/2020). 

Historically, young people have 
participated in the Spiritist Movement 
since the creation of the 
Evangelization of Children and Youth 
departments, to a greater or lesser 
extent, in the Spiritist Federations of 
all states, following the guidelines of 
the National Federative Council.  

The meetings of young Spiritists 
began to take place in the mid-1940s, 
when Brazil experienced the 
flourishing of groups of young people 
in the Spiritist Centers with the 
creation of the so-called Spiritist 
Youths, mostly in the hands of 
Leopoldo Machado, a journalist, 
professor, writer and speaker, who 
dedicated his life to the spread of 
Spiritism. According to the Spiritist 
historian Lucena, he “opened the 
doors of Spiritism to young people, 
including them in the Spiritist Centers 
activities, giving them a taste for 
doctrinal study and encouraging 
them to take Spiritist tribunes, side by 
side with most experienced workers, 
especially in the charity field.” (Lucena 
e Godoy 1982, 156). Along with Lins de 
Vasconcellos and other idealists of 
Spiritism, he led the 1st Conference of 
Spiritist Youths of Brazil, in 1948, in the 
city of Rio de Janeiro, attended by 
over a thousand young people from 
all over the country.20 

“It was one of the most beautiful and 
most profitable Spiritist achievements 
of all time, in the sense of the 
continuity of its resolutions, since 
even to this day we reap the seasonal 
fruits from that Incredible 
Conference” (Lucena e Godoy 1982, 

 
20 
http://grupochicoxavier.com.br/informacao-
historica-do-1o-congresso-de-unificacao/ 
(Accessed on em 05/07/2020). 
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156) And it is this same author who 
reports that the Brazilian Spiritist 
Movement, in those following years, 
was almost entirely directed by young 
people, those that participated at the 
1948 Conference and new youngsters 
who joined the movement, 
encouraged by the results of that 
magnificent event” 

But it was from the 1980s that the 
great annual meetings of young 
Spiritists were established, and today 
they take place everywhere. The 
Confraternização das Mocidades 
Espíritas do Estado do Rio de Janeiro – 
COMEERJ [Fellowship of Spiritist 
Youths of the State of Rio de Janeiro], 
for instance, had it 41st edition in 2020. 
Conferences like this happen in all 
states of the country, promoted by 
their federations, and reach significant 
numbers of participants. 

More recently (2019), the Brazilian 
Spiritist Federation held the 1st 
Confraternização Brasileira de 
Juventudes Espíritas (CONBRAJE) 
[Spiritist Youths Fellowship] at the 
national level, an event that was 
attended by approximately 700 
young people from all over the 
country, and according to their 
testimonies, left deep marks on their 
hearts, sealing their commitment to 
the Spiritist cause. 

The common denominator in all these 
events is the strong participation of 
young Spiritists. Dedication, study, 

integration, sense of belonging, and 
commitment both to the Spiritist 
Doctrine and the spread of joy are 
some of their goals. 

Watching them in action, appreciating 
their behavior, their leadership role, 
their attitude toward their social 
obligations reminds us of Kardec’s, 
Genesis, referring to the new era: 
“Charged with founding the age of 
moral progress, the new generation is 
distinguishable by an overall 
precocious intelligence and reason 
combined with an innate sentiment of 
the good and spiritualist beliefs – an 
unmistakable sign of a certain degree 
of previous advancement. Conse-
quently, it will not be composed 
exclusively of eminently high order 
spirits, but of those who, having 
already progressed, are predisposed 
to assimilating progressive ideas and 
are capable of upholding the 
regenerative movement.” (Kardec 
1998, 442) 

In our opinion, a significant part of 
those who are already there will carry 
the responsibility to continue the 
Spiritist Movement, as happened in 
the past. Let us trust young people, 
their clear thinking and their ability to 
plan for the future. Through their 
loving feeling there is the possibility of 
regeneration. In their hands are the 
actions that will propel Spiritism 
beyond borders.

 

Translated by: U S Spiritist Federation - Barbara Hawksley 
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CONVERSATIONS FROM BEYOND THE GRAVE 

Expected Change for Humanity 
 

From the Spirit Deolindo Amorim* 

 
* Psychophonic message received by the medium Marta Antunes at FEB 

(Brazilian Spiritist Federation), Brasília, DF 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

As I embrace you in this moment of peace, prayer and vibrations, we remain 
united in our feelings of love for our Heavenly Father, who always blesses us.  

Terrestrial humankind is going through very challenging moments, some of 
which of great magnitude, indicating that the light of a New Era is rising on the 
horizons of life.  

Let us understand very clearly, dear companions, what these changes 
represent in view of the evolutionary expectations concerning terrestrial 
humanity. They’re not limited only to the removal of troublesome Spirits, 
those who commit cruelty against others, or to their withdrawal to worlds 
compatible with their needs for evolution and spiritual improvement. It is not 
just about that.  

Evolution, according to divine parameters, operates in a different way. It’s 
more like restoring. Let us imagine a 
very muddy, dirty vessel, and the 
divine element, or representative of 
the divinity, pouring clean water into it 
indefinitely until all the dirt is gone 
and only clear water remains.  

Therefore, my friends, let us not 
deceive ourselves regarding the 
present and future days, especially 
the present, because here and now is 
when we build our lives for tomorrow 
and Beyond. It is important, therefore, 

 
Deolindo Amorim (1906-1984).  
 
was a Brazilian journalist, sociologist, publicist, 
writer and Spiritist speaker. He was a 
contributing writer to Jornal do Commercio and 
to practically all the Spiritist press in Brazil. As 
one of the most ardent defenders of the works 
codified by Allan Kardec and as a deep admirer 
of Léon Denis, he was president of the Institute 
of Spiritist Culture of Brazil and honorary 
president of the Brazilian Association of Spiritist 
Journalists and Writers. 



not to let ourselves be carried away by appearances, but to try to penetrate 
the heart of the directions within the Gospel that are now reborn in the 
message of Spiritism. 

We have yet to learn how to live with the diversity of evil without being 
contaminated by it or becoming attuned to it through our words and actions; 
not to tune our minds to it. Thus, when we chastise our companions, when we 
don’t accept their limitations or their follies, we are tuning in to evil. Whenever 
we are too wary, indecisive or are making unwise decisions, we may be 
attuned to evil or ignorance.  

There is no doubt that the world is under the control of a superior government. 
There is nothing to make us doubt that Christ is at the helm. But let us not 
allow these to be empty words upon reaching our hearts. In order to accept 
Christ as our Greater Guide, it’s necessary that all our attitudes, without 
exception, are linked to him.  

Thus, sweet and gentle sentences covered with honey are nearly useless if 
they don’t generate the best or expected spiritual results. There is no point in 
making decisions which result in self-centered actions that encourage our 
ego, focused on the maintenance of positions or on imposed leadership. This 
is of no use, as we won’t be in communion with the message of Christ.  

There is no question, brothers and sisters, that a legion of truly superior Spirits 
approaches the Planet, protecting Humankind. There is no doubt that more 
evolved souls coming from higher planes are reincarnating, in an act of 
supreme renunciation, returning to the physical garment to live with the 
suffering and moral misery of human beings.  

They are souls like Francis, the saint of Assisi, whom we often evoke with 
emotion, remembering his actions and quoting his words, but from whom we 
are distant in our daily lives. Other Spirits, like the Guardian Spirits of the 
planet, are also arriving. In fact, some of them are already there, in the physical 
plane. And what do they expect from all of us? Only that we fulfill the eternal 
and always true sentence of Christ: “But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ 
‘No.’”1 

That said, at this moment of transformation for the better, we can’t be average. 
Now is not the time for us to weaken our actions and our desire to transform 
ourselves for the Good. This is most certainly a difficult moment, because we 
still bring all the imperfections that characterize our Spirits. If we were more 
advanced Spirits, nothing would be difficult or impossible. Therefore, it’s hard. 
Hence sometimes we delay the time clock due to our hesitations and doubts 
that indicate that we are not yet in tune with the Christian message, even 
though our written and spoken words try to reflect it. 

Still, this is a step forward, as in the past we wouldn’t speak or write about our 
great guide, Jesus Christ. If we are speaking or writing about him, we’ve taken 
a step forward, albeit a very small one for those who embrace the Spiritist 
Cause.  

                                                           
1 Matthew 5:37 (NKJV) 
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Those who remain in the illusions of material life, attached to the power of their 
positions; those who still need material possessions in order to feel fulfillment in 
life, and those who follow religions that convey the Lord's message in the form 
of rituals and symbolism commit less mistakes before the Divine Justice. They 
resemble savages who kill in order to get their food, and sometimes even kill 
other human beings. Savages ignore the greater Laws, as they walk horizontally 
in terms of evolution, not being able to see the supremacy of love and justice 
further and beyond. 

We therefore address our words to our Spiritist brothers and sisters, to all of you, 
companions, here comprising a small nucleus. Perhaps our ideas will be 
restricted only to this moment, or perhaps within an hour or two they will be 
remembered just to be forgotten later. But no Spiritist who really wants to 
contribute to the construction of a better world can fail to remind himself/ herself 
and others that we are facing the greatest existential dilemma.  

We understand, therefore, that the storm isn’t raging out there, it is raging within 
us through the consequences of our decisions, words and thoughts.  

We ask ourselves: in the condition we find ourselves in, is it possible that we may 
live with High Order Spirits, some of whom are already reincarnated? Are we able 
to tune in to them? 

If we do not exercise, on a daily basis, the Spiritist practices that attune us to the 
good; if we still want to remain in the positions we currently hold, or if we dream 
of positions we wish to hold; if we enjoy standing out; if we still don’t work on our 
humility and simplicity; if we still delay the progress that can only be achieved by 
living the Truth, how can we perform a transformation for the Good? We also ask: 
why do things like that happen amongst us Spiritists? We need to discuss such 
things, analyze them within the space in which we find ourselves, considering 
what we have accomplished in spite of all the conditions that are given to us and 
that point to experiencing the Gospel utilizing the knowledge of Spiritism.  

Many believe that it’s necessary to gather material resources in order to carry out 
a work of such spiritual significance. To some extent they are required, but we 
know that we can influence much more with our thoughts.  

It’s for this reason, friends, that we are somewhat concerned: because Spiritists, 
who by nature were supposed to be enlightened or at least to seek illumination, 
are competing with each other. Spiritists who compete against each other are not 
true Spiritists, since they are still attached to their roots of the past.  

When we speak like that, friends, we do it with our hearts full of love, because 
we feel that the ultimate attack of the so-called darkness, of the dark Spirits, of 
those who love power, has not yet truly happened. 

So, what can we say? 

The Apostle Paul warned us about dogs2, dogs of ignorance, dogs of slander, 
dogs of intolerance, dogs of laziness, lack of love, vanity, selfishness. He warned 
us about the evil workers. Recalling the Lord, the apostle affirmed that “A man 

                                                           
2 "Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh." (Phil. 3:2 NIV) 



reaps what he sows.”3 The Nazarene Master, on the other hand, pointed out that: 
“every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”4  He 
also said that we must not be like the barren fig tree, that is beautiful but doesn’t 
produce flowers. They are ostentatious and admired, but unable to produce a 
single fruit. They represent beauty to the traveler’s eyes, but that’s all they are.5  

Therefore, let us analyze things more simply, without adding obstacles that don’t 
exist. Let us try to do things as simply as possible. Let us restore Christianity. 

Siblings and friends, open your eyes for this: Spiritism is revived Christianity, 
which requires no pomp and circumstance, but indicates that everything must be 
done with real simplicity, that simplicity found in the Mansion of the Way, which 
not always had bread and clothing to donate but always had spiritual light to 
offer. Let us be moderate, but above all let us not be the stumbling block in the 
way of the propagation and growth of Spiritism.  

Tomorrow will require much forgiveness and internal silence from everyone, as 
there will be a lot of weeping and gnashing of teeth, as predicted. As Spiritists, let 
us be an example of mental clarity and honesty. Let us strive to remove the 
excess weight that we bring from the pomp with which we used to live in different 
times. The simpler we live, the humbler we are, the more we will be connected 
to the heart of Christ, who had no church or temples in which to preach; whose 
travel sandals were always soiled with road dust, and whose clothes were very 
humble. And yet he was the one who promoted the greatest moral 
transformation in humankind. 

Let us definitively abandon the outward manifestations, brothers and sisters, and 
let us not mask the messages from above and hinder their dissemination. 

Do not wish us harm for our words because, sooner or later, between tears of 
sadness or joy you will recognize that we are talking about very simple things, 
easily performed by every sincere Spiritist.  

May the peace of our Master and friend bless you! 

We pray from the bottom of our hearts, from the depths of our being that this 
blessed group may always be the beacon that illuminates the darkness of 
ignorance that surrounds us, acting through concrete actions of living the Gospel 
of the Lord, in the light of Spiritist understanding. 

Let us never forget! 

I embrace you, leaving you with my respect and my heart, 

 

Translated by: U S Spiritist Federation - Barbara Hawksley 

  

                                                           
3 "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows." (Gal. 6:7 NIV) 

4 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit 
you will recognize them.” (Matt. 7: 9-20 NIV) 

5 Parable of the barren fig tree (Luke 13:6-9) 
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LEARNING FROM RAUL 
Cristiane Lenzi Beira* 

 
* Cristiane Lenzi Beira - Writer and Speaker. Coordinator of the Study Group of the 

Psychological Series of Joanna de Ângelis and of the Spiritist Education of Children and Youth of 
the Sociedade Espírita Esperança (Spiritist Society Hope), in Amparo-SP. 

The first impression I had of Raul 
Teixeira was of admiration. I was just 
over fifteen years old when I met him in 
1988. I was fascinated by the brilliant 
mind of that spiritist speaker, with his 
presence and posture of a teacher. 
Perhaps it was just that - the passion 
with which he spoke about Education, 
Spiritism and Jesus - that captivated my 
heart forever. 

For over 20 uninterrupted years, after 
the first “classes” I had with Raul during 
the spiritist lectures he gave, I had the 
opportunity to participate in the youth 
meetings of SEF (Sociedade Espírita 
Fraternidade - Niterói-RJ), which took 
place during the Brazilian carnival 
holidays, at Fazenda Recreio, in 
Pedreira-SP, kindly provided by the 
family of my then boyfriend, Jorge 
Beira.  

It is difficult to describe how much we 
learned, the emotions we felt, and the 
hope awakened in our hearts through 
the studies offered to us at those 
spiritual banquets by teacher Raul. 
More than one hundred people, 
including young people and volunteers, 
were carefully received by Mrs. Ana 

Beira. I am fully aware that a large part 
of my spiritual formation was achieved 
with Raul. It was during one of those 
gatherings that, one day, I heard from 
him, in a very discreet way, that I should 
prepare myself to start talking about 
Spiritism. Raul was a complete teacher 
in my life, offering me the foundation, 
direction and the necessary 
encouragement for me to achieve 
security and courage. 

On November 15, 2011, we were, 
coincidently, in Niterói-RJ, accom-
panying our daughter in her college 
entrance exams, when Alex, Raul's son, 
gave us the news of the stroke 
(cerebrovascular accident) he had 
suffered during his trip to the United 
States of America. We prepared a trip in 
a hurry and, the next day, my husband 
Jorge and a very close friend of Raul, 
Rômulo Fanni, embarked with the 
intention of organizing the care he 
needed, having found him unable to 
speak or move. 

At that moment, the teacher changed 
the teaching material that he would 
start to teach us. He would 
demonstrate, in a courageous, resign-



ed and persevering way, how one lives 
what one preaches. It didn't take long 
for him to regain much of his skills over 
the following few weeks. 

We have been having the opportunity 
to follow Raul closely and our 
admiration grew even more: in addition 
to his brilliant mind, we currently also 
admire his way of dealing with his new 
life after the stroke. 

Despite having a very affected brain, 
Raul has overcome several para-digms: 
he continues offering us valuable 
lessons verbally, presenting his brilliant 
thoughts, now in a simpler way, but as 
deep as before; practicing 
psychography with his left hand and, 
mainly, exemplifying faith and 
resignation. “Jesus enrolled me in the 
school of patience”, he says. And, 
certainly, Raul is being an exemplary 
student! 

In our chats, Uncle Raul, as our young 
people usually call him, actively 
participates, always leaving us 
thoughtful and awakening us to the 
responsibility that Spiritism provides. 
Raul, in his reflections, has shown to be 
very concerned with the directions that 
humanity has been taking, in particular 
with the excess of freedom that has 
been offered to young people, without 
the proper backing. We are referring to 
the family, educational and moral 
values structure, necessary for the 
awareness that would allow them to 
make better use of such freedom. 

Raul also often warns us about our 
spiritist experience, the importance of 
internalizing the concepts and values 
that Spiritism presents to us, being 
careful not to dedicate all our time to 
the elaboration of spiritist "events", but 
also guaranteeing the essential study 
time for every spiritist. Spiritism needs 
to leave the pages codified by Allan 
Kardec and enter our minds, hearts and 
Spirit! We must always remember the 
commitments made and invest the 
necessary efforts for inner 
transformation and the practice of 
charity. 

In his “several lives in a single life”, as 
Raul himself says, when referring to the 
moratoriums he had, the teacher has 
won his battles, kept his faith and 
offered us a beautiful life script, inviting 
us to be loyal to our moral values.  In 
addition, he invites us to the practice of 
Christian principles and the 
maintenance of the joy of living, with 
patience and resignation before the 
common crises at our level of evolution. 

In the words of Ivon Costa, through the 
psychography of Raul Teixeira, we learn 
that “winning in the world is not winning 
the external structures that unravel 
around us, but rather to change the 
conjunctions of our inner world, 
adjusting ourselves to the Gospel of 
Christ of God, with fearlessness and 
authenticity”. (Teixeira 2019, 84) 

Thank you, Raul, on behalf of all who 
are your apprentices, for being a 
teacher of our souls! 

 

Translated by: USSF – U S Spiritist Federation - J. Korngold 
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INTERVIEW - Raul Teixeira 

 

 

1. Can contemplation and study of the 
universe lead astrophysicists to God? 

The Spirits' Book states that, in order to 
“believe in God, one only needs to look 
at the works of Creation”, and that 
disbelief is the result of pride: “the proud 
man admits nothing above oneself”. 
(Kardec 2013a, 56-7). In this way, it can 
be understood that “the encounter with 
God” is available to anyone who intends 
to see the greatness and perfection of 
God, expressed in nature, but for that it 
is necessary that pride does not cloud 
the vision. 

In this way, moral progress is the best 
way to the “encounter with God” and it 
can be achieved in any and all 
experiences on Earth, including within 
the sciences, when conscience is 
awakened to life beyond matter. 

The Spiritist Review explains that “the 
vision of God is the privilege only of the 
most refined souls” and that: “Things of a  

 

                                                           
1 Reference to the title of the poem written by Jussara Korngold and offered to Raul Teixeira, in 
November 2017. 

 

 

spiritual essence cannot be perceived 
by material organs. It is only by spiritual 
vision that we can see the spirits and the 
things of the immaterial world; thus, only 
our soul can have the perception of 
God.” (Kardec 2004, 183) 

It also offers an analogy to explain how 
spiritual progress will take place to allow 
human beings to approach God: “The 
one who is at the bottom of a valley, 
surrounded by thick mist, does not see 
the sun; however, in the diffuse light, one 
perceives the presence of the Sun. If the 
person ascends the mountain, as one 
rises, the fog dissipates, the light 
becomes more and more alive, but one 
still does not see it. When you start to 
notice it, it is still veiled, because the 
minimum of steam is enough to weaken 
its shine. It is only after one has risen 
completely above the misty layer that 
one finds oneself in a perfectly pure air, 
and then the person sees it in all its 
splendor.” (Kardec 2004, 184) 

Therefore, it is necessary for the soul to 
morally evolve so that its vision is no 

 
The following interview was first conducted in 
April/May 2020 and concluded last November. In it 
we find the man of science, lucid, sure of the 
acquired knowledge and the man of faith, the true 
spiritist, who does not hesitate through life’s most 
challenging times. If at first we were enchanted by 
the eloquence of his clear word, spoken in a resonant 
voice, now we surrender irreversibly to another type 
of eloquence, that which comes from the written 
testimony and silent example, letting us conclude 
that in cases like Raul's, the eloquence of the word is 
as powerful as the eloquence of silence ...1 

 
 



longer obscured, and it can thus feel 
closer to God. 

 2. Are there fields of science subject to 
a conflict with faith? 

According to Spiritism, it is understood 
that: “Science and Religion are the two 
levers of human intelligence: one 
reveals the laws of the material world 
and the other those of the moral world. 
However, these laws having the same 
origin, which is God, cannot contradict 
each other. If they were the negation of 
each other, one would necessarily be in 
error and the other with the truth, 
because God cannot intend the 
destruction of Its own work. The 
incompatibility that was thought to exist 
between these two orders of ideas 
stems only from a flawed observation 
and an excess of exclusivism, on the one 
hand and the other. Hence a conflict that 
gave rise to unbelief and intolerance.” 
(Kardec 2013, 45). 

In this way, we can say that conflicts 
between the fields of science and faith 
occur only when the point of view 
through which it is observed is polarized 
or narrow enough to not accept what is 
beyond its repertoire of explanations. 

3. We have seen an increase in 
retrograde concepts, objecting scien-
ce, from Creationism, to Terraplanists, 
to the Anti-Vaccine Movement, etc. 
How to interpret the apparent increase 
in dissemination of these ideas? 

The world view through the exclusive 
bias of matter or only based on ancestral 
beliefs, discarding the advancement of 
both scientific knowledge and spiritual 
reality, can really lead inattentive people 
to unreasonable opinions. 

Spirit Camilo (Teixeira 2018, 108) 
explains that when the “soul is lacking”, 
it is natural that “distorted lines” of 
thought appear in earthly life. What is 
happening is that, despite scientific 
progress, advances in technology, as 
well as adaptations undertaken in 

sociology schools or in world 
administration systems, the support of 
spiritual awareness has been lacking in 
the lessons of different scholars. 

Only when human beings become 
aware of their spiritual reality and of the 
Divinity's planning for the progress of 
the Earth will the opinions or currents of 
thought observed present themselves 
with greater reasoning and coherence 
of arguments, because they will be 
more aligned with the divine designs. 

4. We are in an era of great social 
changes. The new society has received 
several names: post-human society, 
society of fatigue, of acceleration, etc. 
Given the reality of this world around 
you, what worries you most? 

The care for family life, with the 
education of the human being and the 
development of ethical-moral values. It 
seems they have been forgotten and, 
many times, combated as if they were 
old-fashioned or obsolete. 

The concern to rescue these values, 
which are essential and fundamental for 
the construction of a peaceful and 
fraternal society, should be the 
objective of every Christian who is 
willing to collaborate with the work that 
Jesus started. 

Spirit Camilo offers a recommendation 
regarding the spiritist's attitude towards 
the chaotic panorama one observes 
today. “In these times that are so 
overwhelmed by harmful scandals, may 
we, the spiritists, also shock others by 
doing exactly what has long been out of 
fashion: studying and working, serving 
and loving, promoting good and 
becoming good, the salt of Earth, in the 
vision of Jesus. ” (Teixeira 2018, 148). 

5. How to maintain the connection with 
God, especially in times of strong 
adversity? 

Spirit Camilo asserts that “the current 
times are dangerous, torturous, full of 
painful expectations” and that it is up to 
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good human beings, the “brave souls”, to 
intervene. They should use the present 
time “to teach, to spread and to 
experience the blessed instructions of 
the good and the beautiful, confident in 
Jesus' undisputed cooperation for the so 
longed-for progress of Earth.” (Teixeira 
2018, 97) 

In dangerous times, then, it is more than 
ever necessary to live the teachings of 
Christ. “Watch and pray that you do not 
enter into temptation” (Matthew, 26:41) 
guarantees greater protection from 
outside influences, whether from 
incarnated or disincarnated minds and 
“loving your neighbor as yourself” 
(Matthew, 22:39) leads to noble 
occupations and the experience of 
virtues, producing peace of mind and 
consequent connection with God. This 
Christian conduct allows the individual 
to live as if one “penetrates a window in 
a den, without feeling soaked by the 
miasmas of phobias” (Teixeira 2018, 115). 

6. “Being a spiritist is not for those who 
want to, but for those who can handle 
it”. Can you comment on your own 
sentence? 

Those who embraces the Spiritist 
Doctrine, seeking to internalize it, as well 
as experience its teachings, accept to 
enter a heroic journey of spiritual 
growth. It is necessary to leave behind 
old atavisms in order to develop new 
attitudes towards life and this process 
requires a Herculean effort and a 
disciplined control of one's will. 

This is the path of inner transformation 
proposed by Spiritism, when the 
individual agrees to leave behind the old 
behaviors that led oneself to choose 
customarily the facilities of the "wide 
doors", withstanding the challenges of 
walking through the "narrow doors". 

The inner transformation that the 
experience of Spiritist teachings 
promotes is difficult and painful. It 
requires a courageous attitude in order 

to face it, and it is not enough just to 
want to do it, one must necessarily be 
able to endure it. 

7. Raul, how has your life been after the 
stroke? What lessons have you learned 
that you can share with us? 

The experience in Spiritism has been a 
blessing for me. After my stroke, my 
guide Camilo told me that I was at the 
University of patience. 

Patience with myself, patience with my 
brothers and sisters and patience with 
life. Noticeably, patience has been a 
prize in my life. During the years before 
the stroke, I was teaching for myself, for 
my future. Life on Earth has that. 

Nowadays I continue to live, seeking 
encouragement upon observing and 
accompanying the children of Remanso 
Fraterno; through the experiences 
gathered in the trips I take, and the 
cultural interests I have, both in the 
Brazilian context and abroad. 

Since God wants me to stay here on 
Earth, I have been learning many things. 
It has been a great lesson. 

In short, God is very good. I live with a lot 
of faith and I see the spiritual world 
through lens of mercy for all of us. 

Translated by:  USSF - U S Spiritist Federation 
- J. Korngold 
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Communication is a principle of Spiritism 
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Abstract 
 
 
In Classical Logic, in order to construct an argument, it’s 
necessary to make assumptions. These linguistic 
structures provide value and support arguments and 
can be recognized as principles. This article proposes 
the Principle of Communication as the basis for the 
arguments constructed in Spiritism.  We made use of 
phenomenological reasoning starting from the 
perception of entities (topics) related to the 
Communication Phenomenon itself and its 
epistemological and ethical consequences. Our main 
source of premises are The Spirits’ Book and the line-of-
argument built by Hippolyte Rivail while codifying the 
teachings of the Spirits. Understanding the importance 
of the Principle of Communication for Spiritism 
increases the interpretative potential of Spiritist studies 
and provides an axiological character to arguments 

based on feasible new points of 
view. This article can be seen as 
being of a philosophical nature, 
but it undertakes conceptual 
relations encompassing the 
triple aspect of the Spiritist 
Doctrine. 
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An argument is an ordered series of logical propositions, organized so as to be 
consistent, that is, to present logical validity. Arguments establish logical 
reasoning.  In order to build a logical reasoning, we need to begin with 
principles, which are fundamental concepts that support and guide the logical 
constructions that will flourish from it. 

Just as first-order logic, in its formal linguistic structure, requires the use of both 
the principle of sufficient reason and the law of excluded middle to support its 
theorems, slogans, corollaries and other argumentative structures, the 
construction of a philosophical reasoning requires philosophical principles that 
are capable of supporting ideas when subjected to the scrutiny of reason. 

During his intense efforts to codify the Spiritist Doctrine, Hippolyte Rivail carried 
out a complex and extremely rigorous logical structuring, from a philosophical 
point of view, while organizing the concepts and information presented by the 
Spirits. As the mediumistic communications were collected and analyzed by 
the Codifier, he formulated sets of premises, conclusions and logical tests in 
order to assess the coherence of the information provided by the messengers 
of the Spirit World. At the end of each rigorous validation of the teachings of 
the Spirits by the criterion of universality, each new concept, new explanation 
or idea presented by the envoys of the Spiritual World demanded the correct 
accommodation among the other elements already studied. This emerging 
need for cataloging, classifying and relating concepts set the tone for the work 
of the Codification, in addition to demanding great awareness regarding the 
responsibility required for undertaking this monumental task, which was 
gradually organized by a scholar of extreme competence for this feat. Several 
rational and educational tools were employed by Hippolyte Rivail in his journey 
of codifying the teachings of the Spirits, which would make him remembered 
as Allan Kardec. 

In the history of the Spiritist Codification, we can contemplate the use of a 
sophisticated apparatus of resources of communication for the work to be 
completed, including letters to mediums from different countries and formal 
correspondence with various specialists in the most diverse areas to deal with 
philosophical and scientific aspects. The Spiritist Review itself, as an arena of 
ideas, represented a genuine effort of methodological research, serving as a 
laboratory for argumentative construction and theoretical validation, with 
emphasis on the logical argumentation already observed in the introduction of 
The Spirits' Book, placing its presentation among the best examples for the 
exposure of new ideas ever used, to the point that we consider the Introduction 
to The Spirits' Book to be an introduction to Spiritism itself.  

Thus, observing the work of the Codification we have a complex rhizome of 
relations between sayings, theorems, definitions and interpretations, 
philosophically organized under the impressive scrutiny of the Codifier. Given 
that this was a monument of rigorous logical reasoning and understanding the 
importance of analyzing the elements of this profound argument, a peculiar 
question arises: what are the philosophical principles of Spiritism?  

Philosophical principles are fundamental propositions from which other 
concepts, ideas and consequences of a given thought can originate. 



Even though there are proposals that present an educational and generic view 
of Spiritism named “Basic Principles of the Spiritist Doctrine”, it is important to 
highlight that these propositions require articulation of other ideas and 
reasoning that at first are not contained in the sentence itself. Thus, such 
proposals could not be technically characterized as Philosophical Principles, 
as they require a prior conceptual basis to support the presented ideas.  

Searching for the fundamentals and the clarity of Kardec's thinking, we’ll find, 
already in the first lines of the Introduction to The Spirits' Book, considerable 
evidence of the philosophical rigor that the Codifier put in all of his work: 

“We say, then, that the fundamental principle of the Spiritist theory, or 
Spiritism, is the relation of the material world with Spirits, or the beings of 
the invisible world (...)”1 

 In this sentence by Kardec, it’s interesting to note the use of the term relation 
and the special consideration that it takes place between beings of the physical 
world and those of the spiritual world. Performing a distinctive analysis of the 
concepts related to the presented elements, we have that: 

- the premise of the existence of spiritual beings is required;  

- the premise of the existence of material beings is required; and 

- the premise that communication between these two particular types of 
beings is also required, denoting that the relation proclaimed by Kardec is in 
fact a fundamental category: that of “communication” between the material 
element and the spiritual element, as will be seen later. 

Understanding the postulation of the existence of both spiritual and material 
beings, revealed in the first two premises, we can reduce the third premise to 
a logical principle, an assumption expressed in the proposition: “There is 
communication between entities", or even more concisely: "There is 
communication". 

Here is a sentence that can serve as a basis for a series of argumentative 
constructions, carrying in its logical-linguistic structure sufficient reason to 
postulate that: 

Communication is a Philosophical Principle of Spiritism. 

This principle is subtly presented in various ways in the Codification. We can 
therefore present the following schematic picture of the philosophical 
principles of Spiritism: 

● God - supreme intelligence and primary cause of all things. 

● Spirit - intelligent principle of the universe. 

● Matter - element used by Spirits and on which they operate on their 
manifestations. 

● Communication - principle of interaction between Spirit and matter, between 
matter and matter and between Spirits. 

                                                           
1 Allan Kardec. The Spirits’ Book. Trans. by Anna Blackwell. Guildford: White Crown Books, 2010, p. 13. 
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● Progress - principle of adjustment of the Spirit to the natural laws through 
communication. 

We recognize that the argumentative and explanatory elements of 
communication are abundant, thus in order to present it as a philosophical 
principle of Spiritism we will approach it based exclusively on the structure of 
The Spirits' Book. We will parallel our interpretation with four very specific 
philosophical approaches: Ontology, Phenomenology, Epistemology and 
Ethics. 

 

The Principle of Communication in its Ontological aspect: 

In the first part of The Spirits' Book we see the refinement of a logical argument 
that is still in the state of the art of the main philosophical debates today. God 
is the undisputed principle, having as a characteristic the Supreme Intelligence, 
and acting in nature as the Primary Cause of all things. This element is so 
rigorous in its argumentative construction that perhaps it should be seen as an 
axiom - a definition used as a starting point for the construction of reasoning.          

Given the importance of the sentence enunciated in the first question of The 
Spirits' Book, Kardec devises an ingenious way of presenting us with the 
problem of the question “What is God?”. His initial choice for a rationalist 
approach is clear. He provides definitions and explores concepts that are 
comprised and implied in the definitions. In asking the second question, Rivail 
makes room for a profound philosophical debate: “What should be understood 
by infinite?” - remembering that the technical discussion about the infinite will 
take place only in 1874 in the work: “On a Property of the Class of all Real 
Algebraic Numbers”, by Georg Cantor2. The answer is itself a didactic class, 
combining precision, clarity and depth. “That which has neither beginning nor 
end; the unknown: all that is unknown is infinite.” (Kardec 2010, 60). The way 
that he ties in the third question is very important to our understanding. When 
he asked if it could be said that God is infinity, we have the answer: “An 
incomplete definition. Poverty of human speech incompetent to define what 
transcends human intelligence.” (Kardec 2010, 60).  

Thus, we have as an important logical conclusion that God is a principle of 
incomprehensible character, therefore infinite.  

Later on, still in Book 1, studying the general elements of the universe, we 
comprehend Spirit and matter as general elements that exercise constant and 
complex interrelationship, that is, the communication on an ontological level. 
In question 27, we have the conclusion of this fundamental structure, when the 
Spirits proclaim that Spirit and matter are general elements, and emphasize that 
God continues to causally and primarily support the entire Universe. The 
important concepts regarding the nature of both are explained by the Spirits, 

                                                           
2 Georg Ferdinand Ludwig Philipp Cantor (Saint Petersburg March 3, 1845 - Halle, January 6 1918) was 
a German mathematician born in the Russian Empire. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georg_Cantor) 

 

 



but our highlight at this moment is the definition of the universal fluid, that 
serves as an intermediary between the Spirit and the matter itself. This is the 
basic element of communication in its ontological aspect. 

 

The Principle of Communication in its Phenomenological aspect: 

When dealing with conceptual details of the spiritual world, Book 2 of The 
Spirits’ Book establishes as an implied premise the existence of the material 
world and the interrelations between this physical world and the spiritual 
construct. Among the various references to the general elements and their 
relationships through the universal fluid, we highlight Kardec's interpretation of 
the perception in Spirits, enunciated in question 257 of the work under analysis, 
of which we underline: 

1. The perispirit is the bond that binds the material body to the Spirit, which 
draws it from the surrounding atmosphere, from the universal fluid.  

2. The perispirit is the agent of external sensations. 

3. During life, the body receives external impressions and transmits them to the 
Spirit through the Perispirit. 

4. Now, given that the perispirit is merely an agent for transmission, since our 
conscience is in our Spirit, we come to the logical conclusion that if the 
perispirit could exist without a Spirit, the first would not feel anything, exactly 
like a body that died.  

5. Although Pure Spirits are not subject to the sensations of physical matter as 
we know it, they suffer the influence of the environment in which they live: “they 
experience sensations of the most vivid character, of a charm indescribable for 
us, and of which is impossible for us to form any idea, because we are, in regard 
to that order of sensations, in the same position as that in which men, born blind, 
are in regard to light. We know that they exist, but our knowledge is inadequate 
to explain their nature or the mode in which they are produced.” (Kardec 2010, 
191-2). 

Throughout Book 2 of The Spirits' Book, we see Professor Rivail exploring 
phenomena of communication between Spirit and matter, both with the 
physical matter expressed in the manifestations of the corporeal world, and 
with its manifestations in the spiritual world through the universal fluid. Using 
the resources provided by communication, the Spirits apprehend the 
phenomena of existence and transform them into memories, feelings and 
actions, providing rational and emotional bases, necessary for intellectual and 
moral progress. 

Therefore, the following proposition can be conceived: communication is the 
basis of the phenomena of perception for the Spirit. This basis arises from the 
phenomena of sensations of the material elements, in which the perispirit plays 
a fundamental role. It can also emerge from spiritual relationships, where the 
universal fluid expresses itself in even more subtle and not fully understood 
ways. Thus, we have in the communication phenomenon the complex basis of 
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the learning experiences and progress of Spirits, as intelligent beings of 
creation.  

 

The Principle of Communication in its Epistemological aspect: 

Epistemology is a discourse (logy) about knowledge (episteme). Epistemology 
studies points such as:  

a) The nature of knowledge 

b) The possibility of knowledge 

c) The subject of knowledge 

d) The object of knowledge 

e) The knowledge processes 

f) The criteria of truth that make it possible to characterize knowledge. 

In his effort to systematize Spiritism, Allan Kardec dedicated Book 2 of The 
Spirits' Book to the study of Spiritual Life. He starts Book 2 performing an 
investigation of the intelligent principle (Spirit), which came to be considered 
the subject of knowledge, and characterized as: “(...) the intelligent beings of 
the creation.” (Kardec 2010, 96). And Kardec adds an important note:  

“Note: the word Spirit is here employed to designate the individuality of extra-
corporeal beings, and not the universal intelligent element.” (Kardec 2010, 96). 

It’s from this concept, an individualization of the intelligent principle, that Allan 
Kardec explores the problems of knowledge.  

At first, he characterizes the subject of knowledge and analyzes its structure 
and development (item 100), establishing that the relationship between Spirit 
and matter generates the progressive intellectual development of Spirits - 
another philosophical principle, which encompasses rational and sentimental 
aspects, and morally speaking involves actions and behavior regarding the 
Universe.  

Then, Kardec explores the fundamental objectives of Spirit-Body interaction 
through the phenomenon of incarnation - the union of Spirit with matter 
through the birth of a body, to which it is linked and which animates. The human 
being is therefore a being made up of body and Spirit and, above all, of the 
communication between them! It is through body-spirit communication that 
a specific way of acquiring knowledge takes place: corporal existence during 
an incarnation. 

From the perspective of the relationship that intelligent beings establish with 
different manifestations and experiences (disincarnation, reincarnation, 
relationships between the Spirits, intervention in the material world, etc.) 
Kardec develops the problems of knowledge, based on the relationship 
between the subject of knowledge (Spirit) and the object of knowledge (natural 
laws). 



It’s interesting to note that the process of knowledge is the process of 
communication, of Spirits’ interaction with all aspects of the Universe, including 
with themselves. The progress emerges from this relationship. But in this 
epistemic model the criterion of truth is defined not only by the correlation 
between the Spirit's image of reality (its knowledge) and reality itself, but by a 
natural ethics governed by the laws of nature. It is important to consider the 
communication aspect in this sense.  

 

The Principle of Communication in its Ethical aspect: 

Traditionally, an ethical approach is a construction of arguments concerning 
what is convenient or inconvenient with respect to an agent - the subject 
contemplated by ethics and his/her behaviors, actions, thoughts, feelings and 
speeches, which are appreciated within a limited set of principles and values. 
The Ethics approach to Spiritism relates the subject's behavior to a specific set 
of rules: divine or natural laws. 

As a consequence of the manifestation of the principle of communication at its 
ontological and phenomenological levels, we enter the third book of The 
Spirits' Book recognizing the Divine or Natural Law as a structuring basis for the 
Universe, which employs communicability so that reason and emotion can 
promote interrelationships between the elements of the Universe. Thus, the 
Divine Law establishes the normative foundations for the relationship of the 
beings with themselves, their neighbors and God. Just as gravity operates as a 
form of attraction between celestial bodies in the macrocosm, and 
electromagnetism operates as a connecting force between the various atomic 
elements at the microscopic level of matter, love is the purest of all messages, 
carried through the channels of conscious beings, performing conceptual 
unification of perception with reality. 

In the classic model of A Mathematical Theory of Communication, by Claude 
Shannon, there’s the representation of the elements that are part of the 
communication process: Origin, Destination, Channel, Transmitter, Receiver, 
Signal, Noise and Message. The way in which communication takes place, 
always involving all the aforementioned elements, reaches its main objective 
when the Message crosses all the other elements, starting from the Origin and 
being perfectly understood by the Destination. In order to obtain this clarity, we 
must develop the best possible transmitters and receivers; we must establish 
the best channel, generating and maintaining the best signal with the lowest 
noise level. This perfectible set of communication elements is as refined as it is 
harmonious, regarding physical laws. 

The same situation takes place with Spirits that improve themselves, 
harmonizing their feelings, thoughts and actions in line with Natural Law in all 
its moral development. The third book of The Spirits' Book presents an ethical-
moral content to promote the improvement of the instruments for the Spirits’ 
communication, purifying it according to the expansion of each consciousness, 
which, in fact, is the repository where the Law of God is inscribed. 

What is the best way to achieve this integrity and clarity of communication? 
What is the nature of this transformation of feelings that takes place when we 
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allow pure messages to pass through our channels of spiritual perception? 
What are the options for the purification of these channels of expression of our 
consciences? These questions find a definitive answer in the shortest response 
given to Kardec by the Spirits. In question 625, where he asks what would be 
"the most perfect type that God has ever offered humankind to serve as a guide 
and model", we have the emblematic and profound answer from the friendly 
Spirits: "Jesus!" 

The best message; the most innovative news; the most accurate route for the 
improvement of all psychic and spiritual instruments; the perfect 
correspondence between reality and consciousness; the most beautiful 
human story ever told. Jesus represents the aspect of communication aligned 
with the truth, where the message is transformative, as it presents the best way 
to recognize the ontological, phenomenological aspects, and the proof that it 
is possible to live while following the Natural Law. Those who wish to improve 
their messages, change the course of their own stories, build better ways of 
existing and transmit feelings in form of actions find in Jesus the purest 
epistemological aspect that we know about communication. 

Summarizing the four aspects of the argumentative model that we analyzed, 
we have that in the Ontological Aspect we observe the conceptualization of 
communication as a structural principle for the universe, given that the Spirit 
is one of its general elements, and is expressed in the cosmos through the 
elaboration and diversification of Matter, which is another general element. 

For the Phenomenological Aspect, communication is given as a 
manifestation of the relationship between the Spirit (intelligent principle) 
and the matter for the adjustment of the Spirit (individualized being) to the 
laws of nature through the phenomena of life, which takes place both in the 
physical and spiritual worlds. Communication provides us communion with all 
other elements of nature, going through the vibrational relationships that 
define and identify us, promoting the progress of feelings, thoughts and 
actions, and culminating in the fullness of communicating with God. 

In the Epistemological Aspect, we recognize the expression of the principle 
of communication in its theoretical, methodological and praxiological 
aspects. Through communication with the Universe, the intelligent principle 
assimilates its laws, individualizes itself, becomes Spirit, expands its 
consciousness, represents the Universe by mirroring it in its own mind and 
develops the improvement of its concepts for the construction of truth, as 
perfect correlation between what a Spirit understands and the Reality. 

Finally, in the Ethical Aspect the behavior of the Spirit is improved through its 
ontological, phenomenological and epistemological relations. It is the level of 
recognition, criticism and construction of values, in practical and 
experiential terms. The Universe establishes, through its laws, the appropriate 
forms of behavior. Through ethical experience, the Spirits recognize, 
characterize, adjust and practice their behaviors according to their 
comprehension of the Universe and its Laws. 



Spiritism is an ordered set of logical propositions, organized around its 
principles and developed based on the investigation of natural phenomena. 
Communication is one of these principles and deserves to be studied. 

Translated by: USSF – U S Spiritist Federation 
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NEWS 

 
 

The Executive Committee of the 
International Spiritist Council decided 
to temporarily suspend the project of 
the 10th World Spiritist Congress in its 
current form, also suspending the sale 
of tickets. We are awaiting more for 
more clarity about the current health 
situation. 

This decision is a logical consequence 
of the current crisis, which makes it 
impossible to safely and calmly plan 
for an event of such magnitude. 

However, all bookings have been 
maintained and the project remains 
globally active. 

A new implementation plan is being 
studied, and France, through the 
French and Francophone Spiritist 
Union (USFF), will maintain the 
privilege of organizing this event, 
which may therefore take on a 
different form, depending on how the 
health situation evolve. 

Information: https://www.10cem.com/ 

 

 

 

 

  



MAILING 
 

 
 

By the Spirit Sister Bernadette 

 

Friends, children of my heart, may God bless us! 

 

I think you still remember the story I told you about “the mouse and the 
mousetrap”, as it remains very current.1 

The world remains like the farm animals in that story, given the warnings that life 
has been bringing about change and the need for discipline. 

The situation of the Planet, regarding the pandemic, remains somewhat the same 
and the fundamental instruments to reduce the severity of contagion, although 
simple, are increasingly rejected. 

In these times, people have been showing themselves as rebellious students; 
they prefer the hustle and bustle of side conversations in the classroom than to 
learn the lesson taught by the “teacher of life” - which is Nature and its own 
mishaps. 

Let us not be careless with our own personal care and with those for whom we 
serve as a reference. Let us isolate in order to increasingly look after ourselves. 

Trampling over the phases will always represent a certain fall later. 

Those who are health professionals and knowledgeable of the transcendent 
truths of Divine Law are responsible for greater care and the greatest examples. 

Do not, at any time, believe in spiritual privileges, miraculous spiritual 
interventions or external protection, in the 
absence of inner protection. Life gives us 
what we sow, be sure of it! 

Divine Mercy’s action is not in appeasing the 
disease, but in building inner peace in those 
who live and seek righteousness. 

Once again, I embrace you with maternal 
feeling, 

                                                           
1 The spiritual author refers to the fable of Aesop, the ancient Greek poet, who tells the story 
of a mouse, that lived on a farm and upon seeing a mousetrap in the house, went to warn all 
the animals, who do not pay any attention, because they think that no danger could come to 
them from it. However, when the mousetrap catches a snake and the owner of the house is 
bitten by it, all animals, one after the other, will end up sacrificed: starting with the chicken, 
transformed into chicken soup and ending with the cow, slaughtered to feed friends and 
relatives that came to attend the farmer's wife's funeral! In short,  the problem of one is the 
problem of all. When there is a mousetrap in the house, everyone is in danger. (editors' note) 

 
on the current moment of the 

pandemic  
 

 
Message psychographed by the 
medium Roberto Lúcio, on October 
19, 2020, during the AMEMG 
meeting: Associação Médico Espírita 
de Minas Gerais. In Belo Horizonte / 
MG - Brasil 
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